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In February 2006 the National Association of Retired Police Officers (NARPO) approached Adrian 
Bradbury to design and produce a customised stamp sheet to help raise funds for police charities  
and to  mark their 90th anniversary in 2009. After almost three years in the planning, the sheet was 
finally approved and offered to NARPO’s 73,000 members through their quarterly journal which 
was despatched in November 2008.  
 

The sheet, which was limited to 3,000, sold out within a week of 
the mailing and was massively oversubscribed. Members could 
only order a maximum of three sheets. The vast majority of 
orders were for one sheet. This project raised £18,000 for police 
charities.  
 
Adrian undertook to handle the whole project, from design ideas, 
to marketing via the journal NARPO NEWS, which included 
designing the front cover of the journal and the design, print and 
folding of the leaflet/order form which was stapled inside the 
journal. 
 
Initially, NARPO members were asked for their ideas of what 
they wanted to see on the sheet and NARPO were to provide 
images for Adrian’s use. However, this was to prove more 
difficult than originally thought – no images were forthcoming.  

 
The project may not have gone ahead had Adrian not suggested that he get an artist to paint all the 
images used in the artwork which he eventually did at his cost. The labels feature police transport 
and the background artwork features police uniforms between 1919 and 2009. Sheets were sold to 
NARPO members for £20 each, with a maximum order of three sheets per order. 
 

     
 

NARPO News (November 2009) with (right) front cover of NARPO sheet Order Form  
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Internal of NARPO sheet Order Form  
 
Despite the sell-out, Adrian did manage to pre-order 100 sheets numbered between 2900 and 3000 
which were sold to the philatelic community at £95 each in January 2009. The philatelic community 
first got to hear about this sheet when a sheet appeared on eBay in January 2009 (sheet No. 0328) 
eventually selling for £320.  A few have since appeared on eBay from the non-philatelic stock and 
appear to be starting at around £220 each.   
 
In what may prove to be a first for Smilers collectors, Adrian Bradbury offered his customers the 
chance to buy a NARPO sheet with unique numbering 999.  Despite the credit crunch, the sheet 
attracted keen interest from collectors, eventually going to the first of two bidders who had offered 
£500 for the sheet. 


