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 Earl Shilton Scout Group 

Ridgewood Stamp Sheets are pleased to announced the release of its Earl 
Shilton Scout Group customised stamp sheet. For full details of this sheet 
and a very special New Year offer for all new members of our Smilers Club 
please see visit our Earl Shilton Scouts page. (14/12) 

 

 100th Anniversary Monte Carlo Rally 

Buckingham Covers has released details of their latest Business 
Customised Stamp Sheet which celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the 
Monte Carlo Rally. No more details available at present but if we find out 
more we will provide an update. The sheet also features the first use of the 
definitive sized car Smilers stamps and may represent a new variety in this 
format. The sheet is due out in January. (12/12) 
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 Henfield Cricket Club 

Planet Print-Stamps have just released their latest Business Customised
Stamp Sheet which features the Henfield Cricket Club. Issued on 7th 
December the sheet is from a limited edition of 100 sheets.  Henfield Cricket 
Club was formed in 1771 and is one of the oldest cricket clubs in the world,
and currently plays in Division Three West of the Sussex League. (12/10) 

 

 75 Years of Night Mail 

Adrian Bradbury has announced the latest sheet Night Mail in his Business 
Customised Stamp Sheet  series 'Delivering the Mails' which he has
produced in association with the British Postal Museum & Archive. A
percentage of the proceeds from the sales of this sheet will be donated to
the BPMA. 

 

Night Mail is a 1936 documentary film about a London, Midland and
Scottish Railway (LMS) mail train from London to Scotland, produced by
the GPO Film Unit. A poem by English poet W. H. Auden was specially
written for it, used in the closing few minutes, as was music by Benjamin 
Britten. The film was directed by Harry Watt and Basil Wright, and narrated
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by John Grierson and Stuart Legg. 

As recited in the film, the poem's rhythm imitates that of the train's wheels
as they clatter over the track sections, beginning slowly but picking up 
speed so that by the time the narration reaches the penultimate verse the
narrator is speaking at a breathless pace. As the train slows toward its
destination the final verse is taken at a more sedate pace. The famous
opening lines of the poem are "This is the Night Mail crossing the border /
Bringing the cheque and the postal order".  The dialogue to the film is 
included in the sheet border. (07/12) 

 Time Runs Out for Phil Stamp! 

Announced earlier this year, Phil Stamp Covers will cease producing their 
pleasing and innovative range of limited edition First Day Covers this
month and with this news we Smilers collectors loose the source of some
fun Smilers sheets and covers.  To mark the occasion we have issued a 
Smilers Information Note (No. 23) featuring some of the best that Phil 
Stamp Covers have produced over recent years. To wet your appetite here
is an image of an early Phil Stamp cover, privately produced and probably 
responsible for the many delightful covers to have emerged from this
stable. Phil/Steve - we will miss you! (07/12)   

 

 Isle of Pabay Christmas Issue 

The Isle of Pabay have been issuing philatelic inspired collectibles for
many years dating back to 1962. With the advent of the customised stamp
sheet (Smilers), the folks behind the Isle of Pabay collectibles were quick to 
spot the opportunity presented by this format and since 2000 have been
responsible for some delightful customised sheets and covers. Today sees
the issue of their latest offering in the form of a customised Flags of
Scotland sheet. 
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The Smilers tab-image is of Broadford Bay (opposite Pabay) and is from a
painting by Pam Budge of Croft Studio, Dunvegan (www.croft-studio.com). 
From a limited printing of 20 sheets we have secured a small quantity of
these sheets (3) on a first-come, first-served basis at £50 incl. post and 
packing. If you are interested in buying one, the first three e-mail’s received 
secure the stock available. 

Also available from the producers (contactable at www.pabay.org) is a
delightful Smilers cover featuring this latest smilers stamp/tab plus the
2010 Christmas Isle of Pabay stamp. This £2 stamp features an image from
a painting again by Pam Budge of Croft Studio, Dunvegan , entitled
Shepherds Place. (07/12) 

 

 Earl Shilton Scout Group 

The Earl Shilton Scout Group are no strangers to Smilers collectors having
commissioned a couple of customised stamp sheets in the past (with the 
help of their friends at Rushstamps). 
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                      TS-133                                                    TS-168 

Recently they contacted Ridgewood Stamp Sheets with an idea for a
customised stamp sheet featuring their cub camps and a label design that
had been designed by one of their troop.  We suggested something new 
and they loved the idea. The result is the Earl Stilton Scout Group - Cub 
Camp Cadelus  sheet featuring their Cub Camps. The sheet is currently in
production and should be available in time for Christmas (fingers crossed).
A very limited edition of 100 sheets with a number being reserved for the
Earl Shilton Scout Group and our Club members. If anybody wants to
reserve a sheet please contact John. Given the thematic appeal we expect 
these sheets to sell out quickly. The sheet will be available for sale nearer
the time of release from our Smilers Store. (20/11) 

 

 BASPEX 2010 

Basingstoke & District Philatelic Society will be holding their annual Stamp
Fair and Exhibition at Costello Technology College, Crossborough Hill,
Basingstoke, RG21 4AL on 20th November 2010 between 10am and 4pm. 
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The Society celebrates their 75th Anniversary (1935- 2010) this year and to 
mark the event they have issued a limited edition themed customised
stamp sheet featuring the Happy Birthday personalised stamp sheets from
Royal Mail and a label design featuring the Societies logo. 

 

Only 25 sheets have been issued and these can by purchased at the
fair.  We have secured a small number (5) and these are available on a
first-come, first-served basis at £50 incl. post and packing. If you are
interested in buying one, the first five e-mail’s received secure the stock 
available. (20/11) 

 The White Lion Society 

Adrian Bradbury has a new Business sheet on offer at www.bfdc.co.uk
celebrating the silver jubilee of the White Lion Society. No this is not a
local group of pub goers who meet monthly at the White Lion although I
am sure such a fine band of brothers exist somewhere in Great Britain! 

The White Lion Society is a "society of friends" of the College of Arms.
The White Lion Society held its first meeting in 1986. Since then it has
continued to support the work of the heralds in various ways. To
celebrate the Society's Silver Jubilee in 2011, a special, limited edition
business customised stamp sheet (featuring the Lion of England smilers
definitive stamps) has been produced which feature the arms and
badges of all the Kings of Arms, Heralds, Pursuivants and 
Extraordinaries at The College of Arms. The sheet also displays
Anthony Wood's painting of the arms of the Societies founder, John
Brooke-Little, together with a picture of him dressed in his tabard as
Norroy and Ulster King of Arms. The arms of their President, The Duke 
of Norfolk, are also shown, together with the badge of the Society.  
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This limited edition of 500 sheets is officially released on 1st March 2011
although collectors can place their orders directly with Adrian at his web 
site now. Our recommendation? Do not delay ordering as given the
interest in this sheet from Society members we can imagine this sheet
will sell out fast. (20/11) 

 Elm Park Christmas Special  

The Elm Park Regeneration Committee have advised us of a new 
Themed Customised Smilers sheet that they will be issuing on the 27th
November 2010 to coincide with their switching on of the Elm Park
Christmas lights and to coincide with their 75th Anniversary. The image
they have supplied is a rather poor photo image but you get the idea.
Featuring this years Happy Birthday Smilers sheet the label design
features a London Cab with the words Elm Park 75 Years on the side. 
Demand for these sheets seems to have dropped as the committee have 
advised that they will only be producing 25 sheets this year (half the
number produced in previous years) and again the sheets are available
in half sheets of 10 stamps/labels with a few full sheets of 20
stamps/labels being made for the collecting community. You can 
purchase these customised stamps/labels individually priced £1 or in
half sheets of 10 priced £10. Collectible sheets of 20 stamps/labels are
priced at a healthy £100! (20/11) 
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 Indepex 2011 

Royal Mail have released details of a new Exhibition Sheet which
celebrates Indipex, a major international stamp show, to be held at the
Pragati Maidan Exhibition Complex in New Delhi from Saturday 12
February to Friday 18 February 2011 inclusive. The A4 sheet, which will
be issued on the first day of the show, includes 20 x Union Flag self-
adhesive stamps alongside labels featuring appropriate images of old
and new Delhi as well as a reproduction of the Mahatma Gandhi 
Centenary stamp issued on 13 August 1969. The stamp itself was the
first to be issued by the British Post Office to commemorate an
overseas leader and was requested by Lord Mountbatten, the last
Viceroy of India. It was designed by Biman Mullick, an Indian born 
graphic designer and illustrator. The sheet will be perforated down the
middle and will cost £8.50 (15/11) 

 

 Do-it-yourself Wallace and Gromit Stamps 

My thanks to Ian Billings for pointing out this little gem. 

https://www.wallaceandgromitstamps.com/createyourself.php 

Ridgewood has taken advantage of this offer from Royal Mail and has
applied for customised stamps sheets using their image generating
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software. We await receipt in anticipation! (05/11) 

 

 The Centenary of the First Ever Take Off and Landing From a Ship! 

Buckingham have announced a new Business Customised Stamp Sheet,
due out in January which must take first prize for the longest name for a
stamp sheet - their invention not mine!  Billed as The Centenary of the 
First Ever Take Off and Landing From a Ship Stamp Sheet - this sheet is 
a celebration of Aircraft Carriers since their inception 100 years ago. We
understand that it is due for release on or around 18 January 2011 to 
coincide with the anniversary. It is therefore somewhat ironic to note
that the British Government have just announced the retirement of the
Arc Royal. I can almost hear Nelson turning in his grave!  (02/11) 

 

 Bletchley Park Cricketing Sheets - Rained off! 

At the end of September Bletchley Park Post Office contacted its 
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customers advising them that: 

"a decision has now finally been made to cancel the issue of these two 
(cricketing) sheets." 

Customers were advised to contact Terry Mitchell who would be able to
give a more detailed explanation, if required. Shortly before this
announcement we received some related feedback from one collector
who wrote to us and said... 

"I am not too impressed with BPPO - they announce sheets, collect the 
money and then more than a year goes by and the sheets have not yet
appeared! They have been holding on to my £100 all this time!".  

We are interested to hear your views - please see the Keep Smiling Blog 
Spot - feel free to have your say! (01/10) 

 Trio of new Business Sheets from Bradbury 

As we approach the end of October and enter the silly season of 
Yuletide shopping I must first apologize for my failure to update this
web site during the past month. I have no excuse to offer other than my
day job has been getting in the way. That said, the Smilers world is
reasonably quiet with just a handful of new issues appearing over the
past few weeks. Adrian "Brad" Bradbury is the exception to the rule with
no less than three new issues appearing this month (October). 

Two more sheets in the Kings and Queens of England were issued
during the first week of the month Nos. 63 and 64 respectively in
Bradbury's History of Britain series.   Also the first of the Christmas 
sheets this year under the banner title Post Early for Christmas - the 
latest collaboration with the British Postal Museum and Archive at Bath. 
(30/10) 

 

                     BC-315                            BC-316                               BC-317 

 Latest Ridgewood Sheet Announced 

The latest sheet from Ridgewood will appear later this month/early next
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and will feature the 200th anniversary of the Masonic Lodge Houstoun, 
St. Johnstone who celebrate their bi-centenary early in 2011 and who 
approached Ridgewood Stamp Sheets in 2009 with an idea to produce a
Business sheet to mark the planned celebrations. We produced a mock-
up design featuring copious Masonic imagery and the Lodge loved it
and placed a large order for sheets which we are happy to provide.
These will be distributed as souvenirs at a gala dinner to mark the event
and we have secured a number of sheets for sale to the philatelic
market. We hope you like it. We think its something different and quirky 
and gives an interesting perspective to the Masons organization who
continue to raise thousands for charitable purposes and are generally a
force for good in local communities. The sheet will shortly be made
available to club members at the club discount pricing and to non-club 
members through this web site under our Smilers Store. (30/10) 

 

 Themed Smilers Roundup 

Also somewhat belatedly,  I have updated the Themed Smilers Listings 
for August, September and October. Not a huge quantity of these 
Themed Smilers this quarter with none appearing in August. You can
view these updates under Themed Smilers listing. (30/09)  

 

 


