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 Universal Mail UK - Customised Tourist Stamps  

It's been a while since I updated this column on the new issues from Universal Mail UK 
and with everything else going on this summer it would appear I have missed a significant 
number of new issues! 

 

In November last year Universal Mail released 5 new strips - a sports theme strip 
(illustrated) and four additional Historic Scotland Strips. These were followed earlier this 
year by no fewer than 29 new strips ranging from the Queen's Jubilee, English Tourist 
Scenes, Animals of Scotland, more Scottish and Welsh Tourist scenes and even a 
Giant's Causeway strip for good measure.  As you may imagine, this took me somewhat 
by surprise as I just had not expected such a large quantity of new issues this year, but 
then I thought about it and concluded that with the large influx of tourists around the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games this year it was, perhaps, to be expected. 

I have secured a few sets of these and can now offer them on a first come first served 
basis as a complete set of 34 strips of 5 stamps per strip for £190 (face value c. £150) 
to include special delivery post + packing.  Please e-mail me if you would like to reserve a 
set. (22/09) 

 

 



 Personalised Moments from Jersey Post  

Jersey Post have announced their plans to issue a set of S stamp sheets following the 
issue of a set of eight, definitive sized greetings stamps on 3rd August 2012 under the 
issue banner of Jersey Moments. 

 

Jersey Post have created a new on-line portal at www.jerseymoments.je to enable the 
public to order their personalised stamp sheets using uploaded photo images - very much 
like the Royal Mail facility before it was outsourced to snapfish.  The website is not yet 
operational so you cannot yet order sheets but we will be carrying them in the near future 
if any one wants to pre-order a set of eight sheets of 20 x Local/UK letter rate - bundle 
price to be confirmed but we can at least share with you what they will look like! 

 



All the sheets appear to use the same basic design of 20 stamps/labels on a Jersey 
beach scene and I am assuming the sheets will be self-adhesive although don't hold me 
to that!  Our label images are ready when Jersey Post finally commission their on-line 
portal.  We thought we would re-cycle an earlier label design that Royal Mail declined 
owing to its use of the word Smiles - to close to Smilers for RM's liking!  Everyone has 
their moments as they say and I am pleased to see Jersey will shortly be having theirs in 
the shape of Jersey Moments!  

Personally I think the designs look great -fun, colourful and so much more personable  
than Royal Mail's current stock of planes, trains and boats. These probably suit the  
Bradburys, Buckinghams and Benhams but I am not sure whether Joe Public has much 
use for them.   Royal Mail take note - the Jersey boys (and girls) look like they have you 
beat in this instance! (19/09) 

 

 New Business Sheet from Adrian Bradbury 

A new business sheet from Adrian Bradbury is now available for purchase on line from 
Adrian priced £50.00. From a limited printing of 500 sheets, this latest sheet returns to a 
Royalty theme and commemorates the 700th anniversary of the birth of King Edward III in 
November 1312. We expect to see it shipped within the next few weeks.  (19/09) 

 



 Back to normal from the 3B's  

Now that the distraction of the Olympics and Paralympics is over it's back to normal 
service from the big three Smilers sheet producers - Benham, Buckingham, Bradbury. 
Buckingham are first out of the starting blocks (Note to self: Olympics is finished) with 
The Centenary of the Royal Flying Corps which is largely as their publicity image 
depicted apart form a change in stamp from the DS Union Flag to the DS Seal.  There 
must be a good reason but I for one can't figure it out. I would have thought the Union 
Flag far more appropriate, but that's just my opinion. (14/09). 

   

 Final lap in sight....  

As we approach the final weekend of the Paralympics Games it is worth reflecting on 
what a wonderful event this has proved to be for both sports enthusiasts and stamp 
collectors alike. I don't think I can recall another philatelic event that has captured the 
imagination of the public quite so much as Royal Mail's Gold Medal stamps.  

The Gold Postboxes were an inspired choice by Royal Mail which really brought home 
the national success of our athletes to local communities up and down the breadth of the 
UK. Just like the Wenlocks before them the Gold Postboxes will leave a trail of discovery 
for keen tourists and has already spun a website where you can pinpoint the nearest gold 
medal box to where you live. Check out this link. 

http://www.goldpostboxes.com 



I also like the way the athlete's have embraced the concept of gold medal stamps with 
some putting as much weight on the stamp as the gold medal.  Here's a nice shot of 
Jessica Ennis with her stamp. (08/09) 

 

 Another Olympic Gold Medal Winners Sheet Error....  

Further to my earlier comment regarding the mis-printed Jade Jones sheet error, another 
miniature sheet has been spotted on eBay with a less striking mis-print error affecting the 
Chris Hoy sheet (GMW-022).  

 

Whilst not as dramatic as the Jade Jones sheet illustrated below it would make an 
interesting addition to this historical collection. eBay hammer price was £55.00 (08/12) 



 Olympic Gold Medal Winners Update.... 

Royal Mail are doing a great job in keeping up with all the Gold Medals being won by 
ParalympicsGB (strange name adopted for the GB Paralympic Team - why not Team 
GB?). Today, 3rd September,  saw two sheets issued - Sheet C and Sheet D. Tomorrow  
we will see two further sheets - Sheet E and Sheet F.   You can catch-up with all the 
latest news here. (03/12) 

 Olympic Gold Medal Winners Sheet Error 

My thanks to Ian Billings for pointing out a couple of recent eBay auctions in which two 
Olympic Gold Medal sheets were offered for sale by one lucky finder with a massive 
digital printing shift. The two sheets sold for c. £200 each.  

 

What looks like a misalignment of the digital over-printing the Jade Jones sheet (GMW-
025) can be seen in the above auction image with central athlete image and sheet 
printing shifted up by c. 10-15 mm.  If you hear of any other printing errors please let me 
know! (02/09) 



 More Confusion over Paralympic Gold Medal Winner Stamp Sheets 

It is now clear that there is no Paralympic Gold Medal Winners stamp issuing policy at 
Royal Mail despite earlier attempts by them to clarify this. They seem to be making it up 
on the hoof!   

As reported previously the Sarah Storey stamp sheet was issued on 31st August 2012 
one day after her medal despite being told previously by Royal Mail that the first sheets 
would not appear until 1st September.   

At the time of issue of the Sarah Storey sheet we were told that the second gold medalist 
sheet featuring Jon Fox would be combined with other winners and follow later.  This 
decision seems to have been reversed and was issued as a single sheet on 1st 
September 2012, two days after his medal. It seems the artwork for Medals 3 and 4 (won 
on 31st August) could not be approved in time to meet the printer deadlines so rather 
than leave the Jon Fox sheet until Monday 3rd they took a decision to release it on 
Saturday 1st September. It all makes sense but still confusing. They should have stuck to 
issuing these miniature sheets within 5 days of the event and with their four-designs-per-
sheet policy. Now, no one really understands when and what to expect! 

To add further confusion, the two gold medals won on Friday 31st September will be 
combined with two of the five gold medals won on Saturday and will appear as a single 
sheet on Monday 3rd September.  Here's a mock up of that sheet design. 

 



There has been no confirmation when the remaining gold medal stamps won on Saturday 
will appear. It could be Monday (with the sheet having three different miniature sheets in 
it) or, more likely in my view, on Tuesday 4th, with a fourth gold winner from the Sunday 
2nd September events. Further details of the stamps. mintaure sheets and A4 sheets are 
included here. (02/09)   

 The First Two Paralympic Gold Medal Winner Stamps Revealed  

The first two Paralympic Gold Medal Winners stamps have been revealed by Royal Mail 
and the first came with a surprise in store for collectors! 

 

 

Contrary to earlier advice from Royal Mail, the Sarah Storey stamp is to be issued 16 to a 
sheet and is, I am advised, available to buy at selected post offices today. 

 



 

Royal Mail clarified their actions in a recent e-mail and it looks like this was a one- off 
decision (phew!) designed to get the attention of the press. It certainly got mine!  As a 
consequence ,we get our first glimpse of the A4 sheet design, which, in light of the Sarah 
Storey single stamp sheet release, was further clarified as follows,  



QUOTE 

o We want to issue 4 minisheets per A4 sheet.  
o Each sheet will be coded PGMWA, B, C, D, E etc beside the issue date and 

printer location  
o Each minisheet pair on a row will then be numbered 1, 2, 3, 4.  
o We took the decision yesterday evening to hold the printers, for day 1 only, and 

attempt to issue both the Gold Medal Winners from Day 1 immediately in order to 
maximise the press interest being shown last night.  

o Unfortunately, the risks associated with the longer approvals process for 
Paralympics were realised with the second Gold Medal win and we couldn't wait 
any longer and had to go to print.  

o If the two minisheets had gone to print then today's A4 sheet would have shown 
PGMW A1, PGMW A1, PGMW A2, PGMW A2 but you will notice with only one 
design the sheet shows PGMW A1 replicated 4 times.  

o The Jon Fox Gold Medal Minisheet has now been approved and will be issued 
tomorrow on an A4 sheet together with other Gold Medal Winners today. As we 
expect at least 3 Gold Medal wins today the A4 sheet tomorrow will (hopefully) be 
as per our preferred plan set out above.   

UNQUOTE 

Let's hope it's a nice round number divisible by four otherwise tail-end-Charlie will have to 
wait another day for his/her stamp!  First impressions? Very impressive Royal Mail, well 
done for capturing the publics mood! (30/08) 

 First British Paralympics Gold Medal Winner  

Channel 4 were not wrong!  No sooner had I posted the piece about the first Gold Medal 
winner - there was the news of Britain's first Gold Medalist to get us nicely off the mark. 
Sarah Storey swept to victory in the C5 Pursuit final to win Great Britain's first Paralympic 
gold of London 2012 and the eighth of her own career.  It will be a few hours before Royal 
Mail will be able to publish the official design for this Britain's first Gold Medal stamp of 
the Paralympics but in case you want to get an early night, and just for fun, here is my 
take on this. (30/08)  

 



 First Paralympics Gold Medal Winner  

Emulating the success of their able bodied athletes, the first gold medal of London 2012 
Paralympic Games was won by C. Zhang of China in the Women's R2-10m Air Rifle 
Standing-SH1. Britain's first Gold Medal Winner at the Paralympic Games should happen 
later this evening I am reliably informed by the pundits on Channel 4 - watch this space.  
It's quite surreal, I am sitting in a Hotel room in Ho Chi Min City watching all this on my 
iPad, quite bizarre!  (30/08)  

 First Glimpse of the Paralympic Gold Medal Winners Stamp and Mini-Sheet  

Royal Mail have released the following image of the proposed design of their Paralympic 
Gold Medal Winners stamp and miniature sheet.  

 

 



Apologies for the First Day Cachet on the miniature sheet but it is only available to the 
trade in this format.  It is our understanding that these will be available printed in pairs 
with other mini-sheets from three other medal winners in an A4 sheet as illustrated 
below.  (29/08)  

 Paralympics 2012 - Gold Medal Winners Stamps - Part 3 

Today we learned of a few more details ... 

The miniature sheets of 2 stamps will be issued in A4 sheets, printed regionally at 6 
locations but instead of all the stamps in the sheet being of the same Athlete there will be 
four different gold medal winners per sheet, two miniature sheets from each of four gold 
medalists. 

Medal 
Winner A 

Medal 
Winner A 

Medal 
Winner B 

Medal 
Winner B 

Medal 
Winner C 

Medal 
Winner C 

Medal 
Winner D 

Medal 
Winner D 

In Beijing Team GB won 42 medals, assuming a 50% improvement to c. 60 gold medals 
we could therefore expect to see around 15 A4 sized sheets. With 6 different printers for 
each A4 sheet we can further expect to see c. 90 different sheets to collect overall. 

The design of the Minisheets is not far off our fanciful suggestion illustrated below, but 
such images as are available are embargoed until the 29th August so we are currently 
unable to share these with you.  The retail price of each A4 sheet is confirmed at £9.60 
per sheet so in general terms, assuming our medal count is accurate,  the cost to buy all 
90 sheets over the counter will be around £850. (24/08) 

 Paralympics 2012 - Gold Medal Winners Stamps - Part 2 

A few more details emerged late yesterday ... 

Tony Devine, Strategic Partnerships Manager, Royal Mail Stamps, said:  

"The profile of the Gold Medal Stamps, and the way in which they have caught the public 
imagination, led to many requests to repeat our feat so after a hastily arranged 



agreement between Royal Mail, the Organisers and the Government we announced our 
intention to issue Gold Medal Winners Minisheets. As advised the logistics of this makes 
it impossible replicate next morning stamps for so many winners so instead we will have 
several issue dates throughout the games and issue the minisheets for all Gold Medal 
Winners up to that point. Precise details will be confirmed next week.  

In the meantime I can confirm the minisheet size will be exactly half the length of the 
Olympic Gold Medal sheets i.e. 74mm (h) x 96mm (w) and will feature 2 x 1st class 
stamps with the margin to the left of the stamps listing the detail of the athlete's 
achievement." 

In the absence of any further information from Royal Mail and to keep up the momentum, 
I thought I might speculate (as just a bit of fun) and try and forecast what these miniature 
sheets might look like, something like this should be forthcoming. (18/08). 

 



 .... and now it's Gold Paralympic Stamps 

Royal Mail issued the following press release yesterday. Just what this means in reality 
will emerge over the next few days but suffice to say this appears to be a politically 
motivated personalised stamp issue and not one planned by Royal Mail and as such they 
currently have more questions than answers. As the answers are supplied we will update 
this news column.  We can expect c. 50+ miniature sheets of 2 stamps each, say 100 
stamps at 60p each - that's £60 from each GB collector - I can here the cher ching of 
cash registers echoing across the nation.... 

15 August 2012 A Gold Medal stamp for each ParalympicsGB individual or team 
win 

o Following the great success of TeamGB at the London 2012 Olympic Games, Royal 
Mail has announced it will produce a stamp for each individual or team 
ParalympicsGB gold medal win  

o This will be the first time ever any host country has issued Gold Medal stamps for 
their Paralympic winners since the movement was founded in 1948 at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital by Dr Ludwig Guttmann  

o The stamps will be on sale at 518 dedicated Post Offices across the UK within five 
working days of each gold medal win and thereafter at a further 5,000 branches  

o The Gold Medal stamps will be presented for purchase as a sheet of two First Class 
stamps for £1.20. The sheet carries additional information on the winning athlete or 
athletes. The stamps can also be bought individually at Post Offices.  

o Royal Mail will also turn one of it historic post boxes gold in the hometown of every 
ParalympicsGB gold medallist just as it did for TeamGB winners during the Olympic 
Games  

o The main image of the stamp will, wherever possible, be a photograph of the 
ParalympicsGB athlete or team from their gold medal winning journey or following 
their win  

o Royal Mail has a proud history of commemorating the London Olympic Games, 
having issued 29 gold medal stamps for the London 2012 Olympic Games, as well as 
four stamps for the 1948 Games bearing the five Olympic Rings. 

Following the success of TeamGB at the London 2012 Olympics and in response to 
public demand, Royal Mail is gearing up to continue to paint the UK gold with gold post 
boxes and individual Gold Medal stamps for the London 2012 Paralympic Games.  

Royal Mail will issue individual first class stamps for each ParalympicsGB individual or 
team gold medal winner. The stamps will be on sale in 518 dedicated Post Offices across 
the UK within five working days of each gold medal win and at a further 5,000 branches 
thereafter.  

The Gold Medal stamps will be presented for purchase as a sheet of two First Class 
stamps for £1.20. The sheet carries additional information on the winning athlete or 
athletes. The stamps can also be bought individually at Post Offices for 60p each. 

This will be the first time ever that a set of stamps have been issued to celebrate 
Paralympic gold medallists from the host country. On 29 August, Royal Mail will also 



become the first postal administration whose country is hosting the Games to issue a set 
of stamps to celebrate the start of the Paralympic Games.  

This summer, around 4,200 athletes from 160 countries are expected to attend the 
Paralympic Games, with 471 medal events on the programme spread across 21 sports. 
At the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, ParalympicsGB won 42 gold medals.  

Andrew Hammond, Managing Director, Royal Mail Stamps, said: "Following the great 
success of TeamGB at the Olympics, the popularity of Royal Mail's Gold Medal stamps 
and the way in which our gold post boxes have captured the public imagination, we have 
decided to commemorate ParalympicsGB's achievements in the same way.  

"We believe this is the right thing to do.  

"Just as our Olympians outperformed expectations, we are confident that our 
Paralympians will also outperform. That would see us issuing many more individual 
stamps than the 29 printed over the London 2012 Olympics fortnight. This is a huge 
logistical challenge and we will get the Gold Medal stamps for sale as quickly as possible 
to a network of Post Office branches around the country and certainly within five working 
days of a win.  

"We are excited about our Paralympics Gold Medal stamps programme, which represents 
the greatest logistical challenge in stamps production ever undertaken by any postal 
administration.  

"The stamps will be a wonderful way for people across the country to celebrate 
ParalympicsGB's gold medal wins and help mark their amazing achievement. Royal Mail 
is proud to be involved in this once in a lifetime event and to provide financial support to 
the UK's talented athletes." 

 Tim Hollingsworth, Chief Executive Officer, British Paralympic Association, said: 
"We are delighted that the offer has been increased to enable individual stamps to 
celebrate our athletes' achievements and thank Royal Mail for reconsidering this 
proposal. We hope that the whole nation will continue their support of British athletes and 
cheer us on to many gold medals."  

Royal Mail has a long association with the British Paralympic Association. In 1992, Royal 
Mail was the official sponsor of the British Olympic and Paralympic teams, at the 
Barcelona games. This year, in support of ParalympicsGB, Royal Mail donated £200,000 
to the British Paralympics Association, which will be shared equally among all 
ParalympicsGB gold medallists. 

For more information contact:  
Mish Tullar on 07423 524154 or mish.tullar@royalmail.com  

Notes to editors  
1. In Beijing, ParalympicsGB won 42 gold medals over 10 days of competition, including 
nine in one day, and an even higher world-class level of performance is expected from 
our athletes this time around. As a result, it is not logistically feasible for Royal Mail to 
produce individual stamps for sale within 24 hours of each gold medal win. We'll get the 



stamps for sale as quickly as possible to dedicated Post Office branches around the 
country and certainly within five working days of a win. 

2. Regular Order Customers of Special Stamps who purchased the full set of 29 Gold 
Medal stamps featuring TeamGB gold medal winners at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games will be offered the set of ParalympicGB Gold Medal stamps at a discounted rate.  

3. Royal Mail will paint gold one of its iconic red post boxes in the home town of every 
ParalympicGB gold medal winner.  

4. Ahead of London 2012, Royal Mail released three Olympic and Paralympic Special 
Stamp issues. These feature 9 Paralympic events, including Wheelchair Tennis, 
Paralympic Sailing, Boccia, and Goalball. Of the four definitive stamps issued for the 
Games, two are Paralympic Games stamps. 

 Now it's Gold Medal Video's..... 

Not content with issuing 29 new stamps during the Olympic Games, Royal Mail have 
been hard at work producing a number of short promotional videos and uploading them to 
YouTube to promote their products. Here is a short selection - just click on the image to 
view video in a new browser window. I can't be sure but it looks like every stamp has its 
own video, at least it looks that way! 

 

 

 

Here is the original promotional video... 

 

 
.... and the one about those Gold Post Boxes -  enjoy! (14/08) 

 

 



 Personalised Olympic Smilers 

I have managed to acquire a few more pairs of these rare personalised sheet in their 
distinctive red folders with special Olympic Cachet stamp on inside front cover. If you 
would like to buy these sheets please click on the following image which will take you to 
our on-line shop. (11/08) 

 

 New Dr. Who and Autumn STAMPEX sheets announced 

Given all the interest and excitement around Team GB's performance at the Olympics 
you might be forgiven for missing a couple of sheets which have quietly been announced 
by their publishers. 

A new Dr. Who sheet, the Eleventh Doctor and Amy Pond, has been released by The 
Stamp Centre in the Strand and surprising for me at least contains stamps which I had 
thought were no longer available to business sheet producers. I will try and get the full 
story but for now feast your eyes on the following. 



    

The sad fact about August is that Autumn is just around the corner, difficult to believe  
given all this fine weather of late but behind every cloud there is a silver lining and ours is 
in the form of the Autumn STAMPEX event which brightens up our lives and gives us a 
chance to stock up for those long winter nights ahead.  For us Smilers sheet collectors it 
also means the opportunity to add another STAMPEX show souvenir to our collections in 
the form of the 2012 Autumn STAMPEX Smilers sheet which will be available on sale at 
the show and this time features British Speed Kings. (11/08) 

 Gold Medal Winners Celebrated 

Well, after a nail biting first few days, Team GB have been delivering medals at an 
incredible rate. As of Saturday night, following a stunning display in the Athletes stadium, 
Team GB had notched up a total of 29 medals - 14 Gold's, 7 Silver and 8 Bronze.  Royal 
Mail look like they are doing a great job keeping up with this pace. Well done to all at 
Royal Mail and involved in the Gold Medal Winners programme, a great way to celebrate 
the success of Team GB. Please refer to our Gold Medal Winners page for details of all 
the new stamps and sheets.  (04/08) 



 

 First Gold Medal Winner, sadly not British! 

First Gold Medal of the XXXth Olympiad has been won by China's Yi Siling in the 
Women's 10m Air Rifle competition, congratulations to her!  Impressive opening 
ceremony last night - well done to Mr. Boyle and his team.  If anyone deserves a gold 
medal winners stamp he does! Royal Mail Gold Stamps team, take your marks... get 
set... (27/07) 

 Olympic Village Smilers Booth  

I have just received these images of the Smilers Booth at the Olympic Village,  interesting 
to note that Royal Mail logo is not evident - anyone know why? Presumably sponsorship 
has something to do with it! How daft!  (27/07) 



 

 



 

 Olympic Smilers Update 2 

I stumbled across this image on the net earlier today which gives us a partial glimpse, at 
least,  of the 1st Class personalised Smilers sheet described below. Interesting! No 
Paralympic stamps evident (CORRECTION: Sheet comprise alternating Olympic and 
Paralympic stamps so as you were - no additional sheets for Paralympic) - does this 
suggest there may be another pair of sheets in the offing covering the Paralympic 
Games?  Oh! I do like a good mystery.. 



 

.... and at about 9.30pm this evening I received these two images by e-mail which show 
the sheets laying on special Olympic presentation folders supplied with each sheet which 
look to be dated with a special Olympic date stamps from he Olympic Village Post Office. 
You can just about make out the design of these folders, that they are red and have the 
words New Smilers or Your Smilers on the front in white and a "smile" cut out on the 
front cover in a similar style to the 2000 Smilers Sheet presentation folder illustrated in 
our catalogue. (26/07) 

 



 

 Olympic Smilers Update 1 

We have received some further information on the personalised Smilers available from 
the Olympic Village. Apparently Royal Mail have produced two new sheets for use with 
personalised photos which can be purchased through the Smilers Booth at the Olympic 
Village. They are available in two denominations 1st class Olympic/Paralympic NVI's and 
Worldwide NVI. 

The 20 x 1st class sheet bears a passing resemblance to the recent Olympic and 
Paralympic Games generic sheet but is on a green background not red. The Worldwide 
stamps are available in half sheets of 10 on a  sheet of similar design but in yellow 
instead of red. 

The 20 x 1st class sheet has the legend: Hello from the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.  The graphics are the same as the red generic sheet but in a 
different order and there is no legend down the centre of the sheet - this is replaced by 
London Eye and Nelson's Column graphics 

The 10 x WW NVI sheet has the same legend and the style is repeated on both halves of 
the sheet, one graphic top right - Houses of Parliament and the bottom three graphics are 
of St. Paul's, Battersea Power Station and The Tower of London.  

The sheets retail price is as follows: 

o 20 x 1st class (green background) personalised sheet - £18.25  
o 10 x WW NVI (yellow background) personalised sheet - £18.50 



Whilst the WW NVI sheets are marketed as a 10 stamp, A5 sheet they are in effect half of 
20 stamp A4 sheet separated in the middle. As collectors items they are best collected in 
sheets of 20 stamps which would increase the price to £37 a sheet. 

I enquired whether there was a limit to the number one could order but there  appears to 
be no limit. I also enquired whether any publicity material had been produced to publicize 
the sheets but apparently none is available. Quelle surprise!  

That said, here comes the bad news! 

The sheets are not being made available to the general public - only athletes, volunteers 
and visitors with an accreditation pass or an accompanied day guest invite within the 
Olympic Village Plaza!!  If you can gain entry to the Olympic Village then you can buy 
these sheets. Conversely, if you can't gain access then you won't be able to buy these 
sheets. How farcical and what a lost opportunity by Royal Mail! As a Royal Mail Key 
Account holder, I have to say I am stunned by this news.  

Not only did I attend the Royal Mail briefing last February at STAMPEX where the 
concept designs for the GB Gold medal winners stamps were rolled out (we were all 
sworn to secrecy) but I have also followed with interest every bit of news published by 
Royal Mail concerning the upcoming Olympic stamps.   

At no point did Royal Mail reveal or hint at customised stamps for this event, despite my 
personal suggestions at the STAMPEX briefing. To add insult to injury they effectively 
have limited their use to a bunch of disinterested Athletes and Volunteers who frankly 
probably have more important things on their mind than queuing up at a photo booth for 
their pictures to be taken by Royal Mail.  

That said, here comes the good news! 

I have managed to acquire a small supply of these customised sheets through a friend 
who has access to the Olympic Village. My contact has just confirmed to me that he has 
the sheets and as a consequence I can offer just five pairs (20 x 1st and 20 x WW A4 
sheets) on a one-pair-per-customer basis to the first five customers at the price of £100 
the pair - this price includes Special Delivery within UK.  

I have no idea what the supply of these sheets will be during the games or whether Royal 
Mail will eventually offer them to the general public (unlikely in my view), this offer is open 
to the first five persons sending me an e-mail before the closing ceremony date.  The 
photos on the labels will be real people (not me you will be pleased to learn). I hope to 
get scans of these sheets uploaded to this website by next weekend, but as you may 
imagine, with me stuck overseas until Friday night I am beholden to the many kind folks 
back in the UK who provide me with Smilers news and updates - without their 
contributions this column could not function. (25/07) 

 Smilers Tour De Force 

Adrian Bradbury has been quick off the mark again commemorating the recent win by 
Bradley Wiggins in the Tour de France, last Sunday 22 July. In the time it takes to brew a 



cup of tea, Adrian had sourced, designed and uploaded details of this brand new and 
colourful business customised sheet which looks to follow the example set by Wiggins 
and become another winner for Bradbury - delightful sheet, colourful, up to date and 
better still not a train in sight (well at least not the locomotive type! ;-) (24/07) 

 

 Smilers Booth at Olympic Village Post Office 

Yink Ltd have tweeted us to advise that they will be manning a Smilers Booth in the 
Olympic Village Post Office. Unfortunately, access is provided to Olympic Village pass-
holders only, i.e. athletes and workforce. Does anyone out there have access to the 
Olympic Village Post Office If so, can they get us a photo of the booth please and 
perhaps comment on the products available. (22/07) 

 



 The Last Goon Show of All - Royal Mail Commemorative Sheet 

As previously announced on these pages there will be a new Commemorative Sheet 
issued on 5 October 2012 priced £14.95 to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the 
Last Goon Show in 1972. We can now share an image extracted from a Royal Mail 
publication and whilst not brilliant you will get the idea... 

The Commemorative Sheet "features photos, quotes and stories about the Goons, the 
people behind the comedy phenomenon, the main characters in the show and some of its 
most illustrious fans, such as His Royal Highness Prince Charles and Sir Noël Coward." 

 

As stamp and mail enthusiasts it is perhaps appropriate to acknowledge the artistic 
contribution to the world of postal deliveries by a certain Goon Show member!! 

In 1962 Spike Milligan showcased in a film featuring a Postman named Harold Petts and 
the film title track was subsequently released as a single, click on this link to listen to The 
Postman's Knock! - we hope it brings a smile to your Face!  

We also uncovered this Film Trailer at TCM, enjoy!! Keep Smiling!! (20/07)  



 Another Railway Sheet from Benham - or is it? 

Recently spotted on the Benham website, another Business sheet with a railway flavour, 
British Locomotives Salute the Military - must be popular with thematic collectors 
judging by the subject matter! If railways are not your thing perhaps a military background 
can persuade you to jump on board! You can find it under stock code GBS0190, the 
sheet is priced at £27.95 + pp (18/07)  

 

 Going for Gold! 

As Olympic fever grips the nation in the run up to the XXX Olympiad we thought we 
would join in the fun and share some Olympic humor: 

A man met a beautiful lady and he decided he wanted to marry her right away. 

She protested, "But we don't know anything about each other." 

He replied, "That's all right; we'll learn about each other as we go along." 



So she consented, and they were married and went on a honeymoon to a very nice 
resort. 

One morning, they were lying by the pool when he got up off his towel, climbed up to the 
10 meter board and did a two and a half tuck gainer, entering the water perfectly, almost 
without a ripple. This was followed by a three rotations in jackknife position before he 
again straightened out and cut the water like a knife. After a few more demonstrations, he 
came back and lay down on his towel. 

She said, "That was incredible!" 

He said, "I used to be an Olympic diving champion. You see, I told you we'd learn more 
about ourselves as we went along." 

So she got up, jumped in the pool and started doing laps. She was moving so fast that 
the froth from her pushing off at one end of the pool would hardly be gone before she was 
already touching the other end of the pool! 

She did laps in freestyle, breast stroke, even butterfly! After about thirty laps, completed 
in mere minutes, she climbed back out and lay down on her towel, barely breathing hard. 

He said, "That was incredible! Were you an Olympic endurance swimmer?" 

"No," she said, "I was a hooker in Alabama and I worked both sides of the Tennessee 
River." 

Just a bit of humor to get us in the mood for the greatest show on Earth coming to a TV 
screen near you 24/7!   To add to all this fun, Royal Mail will be issuing a personalised 
stamp in miniature sheet format to celebrate every GB Gold Medal winner.  

 

We revealed details of this in our June News and we can now share that we hope to 
feature details of all these new stamps and sheets in a new page Gold Medal Winners, 
just navigate to this new page from our home page and you will hopefully be able to keep 
track of Team GB's successes.  At almost £90 a winner for a full A4 sheet of four 



miniature sheets from six different printers I for one sincerely hope that we don't break 
our previous best of 19 Gold Medals (well maybe I do but you get my drift!!) (15/07) 

 Royal Flying Corps Centenary 

Buckingham Covers have announced a new Business Customised Stamp sheet to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Royal Flying Corps - officially formed on 
13th May 1912 as part of the British Army. Their sheet commemorates this centenary and 
features Union Jack stamp with labels attached depicting various airplanes used by this 
service. Although available to order on line the sheet will not be available until August 
2012 for issue. Souvenir covers bearing a stamp from this sheet are also available and 
limited so early ordering is advisable. Second in from left, on the sheet, has a certain 
similarity to Corporal Jones from Dad's Army I feel! (15/07) 

     

 Olympic Torch Relay 

You have to take your hat off to the folks at Bletchley Park Post Office for their 
inventiveness! Recognising the proximity of the Olympic Torch Relay run through 
Bletchley reverently has inspired them to issue a Themed Smilers sheet commemorating 
this event but they immediately "ran" into potential copyright issues from the International 
Olympic Committee. Not to be outdone, the label design features Turing Bombe drums in 
Olympic colours - 10 out 10 for inventiveness! 



 

Also available from Bletchley Park Post Office is a humorous Smilers Cover dated 9th 
July 2012, featuring a stamp/label from this sheet and characterisations of Alan Turning 
and Bletchley Park boffins! On of the best covers to appear this year in my view! (14/07) 

 

 New Business Sheets Round-up 

A few new Business Customised Stamp sheets have been issued over the past couple of 
weeks or so including one that we had not heard of prior to it dropping through the 
letterbox!  The following sheets have now all been issued: 

• Britain's Sporting Heritage (22 June) 
• Vulcan to the Sky - Black Buck (27 June) 
• Great British Railway Bridges (10 July) 



The final sheet listed here - Great British Railway Bridges - was previously unknown 
prior to its arrival in the post and we think our previous disparaging remarks relating to 
Benham's Great British Railway Tunnels sheet may have had something to do with its 
clandestine release!! (see our Blog Spot). Or maybe it was just that Benham were too 
busy getting ready for the Olympics. In any event we cannot let its release pass without 
comment!  Just awful!! (11/07) 

 

 Olympic Smilers 

Royal Mail's Olympic Smilers sheet has now been issued and a couple of you have 
written in noting a marked difference in colour in the issued sheet from the images 
previously released by Royal Mail. Clearly there has been a change of heart or the 
printers had difficulty matching the concept image colours. Whatever the reason I don't 
think it has done anything to improve this otherwise dull sheet.(11/07) 

     

press-release image                         as issued sheet 


