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 Crackin' Smilers Gromit! 

In what has to be the event of the year as far as I am concerned Royal Mail have 
announced that their Christmas stamp issue will feature Wallace and Gromit in 
what looks to be a crackin' set of stamps which include both Generic and 
Personalised Smilers sheets. The Generic and Personalised sheets have been 
designed by True North and feature characters from the Christmas world of 
Wallace and Gromit. The stamps include 2nd class, 1st class, 60p and 97p.  

 

The Generic sheet features Wallace’s Stamp-O-Matic machine and features 8 x 
2nd, 8 x 1st, 2 x 60p and 2 x 97p stamps adjacent to labels featuring details of 
the Stamp-O-Matic process. This wonderful contraption shows how a Christmas 
stamp is created in Wallace and Gromit’s world.  

Four personalised stamp sheets are planned one for each denomination used in 
the Generic Sheet. The sheets have been designed by True North and feature a 
variety of Nick Park’s pencil sketches of characters from the Christmas world of 
Wallace and Gromit on the decorative borders. The four sheets are as follows: 

• Second Class Sheets - Price: 20 x 2nd £9.95 Featuring Wallace, Gromit, 
Shaun, and Feathers on the border.   

• 1st Class Sheets – Price: 10 x 1st £7.80, 20 x 1st £13.95 Featuring Gromit, 
Shaun and Feathers on the border.   
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• 60p Sheets - Price: 10 x 60p £9.95 Featuring Wallace Gromit, Shaun, Fluffles 
and Feathers on the border.   

• 97p Sheets - Price: 10 x 97p £14.50 Featuring Wallace Gromit and Feathers 
on the border.  

 

Three of the sheets have been designed to be made available in half-sheets of 
10 stamps/labels but can also be ordered in non-separated full sheets of 20 
stamps/labels (or with dual label designs in one sheet of 20 stamps/labels) from 
Tallents House. Crackin' stuff! (21/09) 

 Latest Commemorative Sheet from Royal Mail 

Royal Mail has announced their latest offering in the Commemorative Sheet 
series. Remembrance has been produced in association with the National 
Memorial Arboretum and Royal Mail will donate £5.60 to the National Arboretum 
Fund from the sale of each sheet (priced at £13.50). The sheet has been 
designed by Hat Trick and goes on sale from 28th November 2010. (21/09) 
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 Autumn STAMPEX 

Autumn STAMPEX has been and gone and for Smiler's collectors there was little 
to crow about. Not so if you are into post-and-go labels but more on than later. 
The PTS STAMPEX Business Sheet issued on 15th September was one of the 
best to date in my opinion and slotted right in there with the best in Train themed 
business sheets issued by the three B's. 2000 sheets were printed and priced at 
£10 a sheet this represents real value for money for the Smilers sheet collector. 

 

At the personalised Smilers booth there were just two sheets available (Red 
White and Blue and Big Bang). Unlike previous years there was no evidence of 
upper marginal printing and therefore rather dull in my view. Business was slow 
and by the third day around 70 sheets had been bought. My estimate would be c. 
50 of each sold throughout the show period. 

      

Chapman and Mitchell Covers Limited (AKA Bletchley Park Post Office) were 
selling three personalised sheets with images of Bletchley Park and the Enigma 
machine supplied to the smilers booth on a USB stick. Three different sheets 
were available retailing at £50 each from a limited printing of 20 sheets each. 
Now normally I would not take issue with such sheets but it turns out that Royal 
Mail had a clear policy of not accepting orders from USB sticks (John Westry had 
asked me to get him a set but they refused my order and his image) but for some 
reason Royal Mail made an exception for Chapman and Mitchell Covers Ltd. 
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When I took this up with Royal Mail they told me that it was because Chapman 
and Mitchell were donating the profits to charity although they did not specify 
which one. Whilst Chapman and Mitchells charitable intentions are to be 
applauded I must express my frustration at the apparent double standards of 
Royal Mail. For goodness sake stick to your policy and stop making it up as you 
go along. (21/09)  

 The Crown Jewels 

Adrian Bradbury has announced the latest Business Customised Stamp Sheet in 
his History of Britain series. Sheet No. 59 - The Crown Jewels, has been 
released and is available from www.smilers.co.uk. The design of this sheet is one 
of Adrian's best this year but the price of this sheet was also a surprise for me - 
priced at £50 for one of a print run of 500 sheets - it reflects a new pricing policy 
by Adrian and may reflect the lower demand for these sheets. (20/09) 

 

 Mr. Krielser's Right of Reply 

I was contacted today by Allan Grant from Rushstamps with a request to post a 
reply from George Kreizler to his critics on the Keep Smiling Blog.  Mr. Kreizler 
and Allan had apparently tried to post a reply but were unsuccessful - either the 
technology or the length of the reply had thwarted their combined efforts. I have 
considered whether this forum should be used for such purposes and concluded 
that it was in the general interest of readers to this column and the Keep Smiling 
Blog. However I have no wish to participate in any on-going discussion and 
therefore all future replies should be posted on the blog site not my e-mail inbox. 

So here goes.... 

============================================================= 

"From: George Kreizler  
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Subject: blog reply to g.howards whingers.doc from GK 

Dear fellow bloggers here is my reply to recent comments firstly the music sheet.  

It first appeared for sale via Rushstamps who sold it at the new issue price of 
£125 and subsequently some found their way onto Ebay. Nearly all of these were 
purchased by speculators who bought the same sheets over and over again, 
often between themselves, thus forcing prices higher each time which also 
created the illusion of there being more sheets than the original publicised 15. 
The subsequent overprinted sheet of which they were 15, and numbered 
accordingly, has also has appeared  on  Ebay  on several occasions, being 
placed on sale by speculators. Some of the bloggers to this site who speculated 
on these items have also been issuing their own Smilers, some at very high 
prices and in many cases  unnumbered, enabling them to reprint as necessary in 
order to supply demand and just stating “Limited Edition”. This they conveniently 
fail to mention, as in their  own words, they would be “fleecing the collector”. 
Those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.  

Secondly the overprinted Elvis sheets and the London 2010 ovpts. (incidentally 
the original 2010 sheet was not sold for £9  by Rushstamps  it was sold for  £29, 
and Rushstamps did put in a brief  2 day appearance at the London 2010 show, 
so get your facts right before making erroneous comments). Most countries 
throughout the world have been overprinting surplus stocks of stamps etc. for 
well over a hundred years either governmentally or privately so why should 
Smilers be any different.  

Thirdly the recent da Vinci business sheets promoting Philatex 2009 and 2010 
were released by Rushstamps at the new issue price of £125 to £145 depending 
on which of the 3 Philatex were purchased, either November 2009, Spring 2010 
or Philatex Extra. The Museum Presentation sheet, of which they were 10; only 6 
available to the philatelic market; were sold at around the £350 to £400+ mark. 
The first three sheets were numbered sequentially beginning at  No.1 and ending 
in No.90 each following on from the preceeding sheet with the last 2 sheets i.e. 
Spring and Philatex Extra,  having additional overprinting  “2010” date bottom 
right on both,  the Philatex logo applied to the Mona Lisa label the 2010 Spring 
sheet and  the same applied to the  St.Anne label on the Philatex  Extra sheet. 
The last 10  were reserved for the Presentation Museum Sheets and  did not 
require any overprinting either in the form of numbering or otherwise  and were 
left exactly as Royal Mail (Cartor) printed them. Each of the 4  were issued in 
 different presentation folders. Very little profit was made from this venture as the 
cost of the licensing fees alone were just under £5,000, alterations to the artwork 
by Royal Mail a further £700 plus and the cost of the folders at £15 each, hence 
the reason for splitting the 100 sheets into 4 separate issues. The first printing of 
the da Vinci; which was without the Philatex logo; was sent back and the 100 
sheets destroyed as the printing was atrocious and did not conform to the 
bromide supplied which is all that now exists. The artwork was redone and this 
time incorporated the Philatex logo. It is however the most beautiful sheet ever 
issued and sadly the last of the dinosaurs as Royal Mail then ceased the 
production of sheets with large format stamps and labels.  The Philatex rarities 
now sell for £500 plus if you can find one, so who is ripping who off. There have 
been some recent new issues by other sheet producers at new issue prices of 
£100 plus and £250 without any proof of exact numbers in existence intact to 
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justify these high prices, which in your own words is aimed at “fleecing the 
collector”.  

Perhaps there is a touch of sour grapes here or even a vested interest, as these 
collector items do not seem to come under any scrutiny which in effect is 
promoting and condoning them. It is interesting to note that when some of your 
bloggers make money on re-selling on eBay or privately, they say nothing, but 
when they speculate at high prices; which they, by and large, have created in the 
first place; to find that they cannot sell on at a profit they blame the seller and  
delight in telling the world! In the early 80’s the PUC £1 u/m  sold for over £2,000 
only to crash back 2 years later to half the price and today can be purchased for 
around £750.  

Stamp collecting should be treated as a hobby and not as a speculative 
investment otherwise go to the stock market for your thrills and spills. Perhaps 
some of your bloggers should stop collecting and stop whinging.  

May I suggest an alternative hobby, take up fishing instead where you can have a 
whale of a time sell a few more red herrings and carp all day online." 

============================================================= 

.... and there you have it! 

I think we can now clearly understand where Mr. Kreizler sits in all of this - I will 
leave it to others to have their say at the Keep Smiling Blog spot!  Currently I am 
thinking of changing the Blog's title from Keep Smiling to Carry On Grumbling -
  what do you think? (11/09) 

 175th Anniversary of Great Western Railway 

A new sheet from Benham Covers has been announced celebrating the 175th 
Anniversary of Great Western Railway. Surprisingly, at least for me, the number 
of sheets printed was 1000.  The appeal of these sheets must be based on 
thematic interest and may explain why Benham and others continue to focus on 
trains, boats and planes. 
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This sheet bucks the trend of lower production runs of c. 300-500 sheets, seen in 
recent months. I am not surprised by this trend as interest in the sheets seems to 
be down as producers ignore the basic rules of supply and demand - producing 
more and more sheets does not necessarily mean people will buy more and 
more. It is a well known principle of consumer marketing that people tend to 
become more selective when given more choice. In my view we are perhaps 
seeing a re-positioning of the Smilers sheet market from one with broad appeal to 
one where collectors are selective about what they collect. As a result, the 
hardened Smilers sheet collectors will loose interest and probably focus on other 
less expensive areas of collecting (perhaps commemorative machine labels - 
whatever next!) and as a consequence demand for these products will continue 
to decline effectively killing off the goose that laid the golden egg.  

Sheet producers take note - be more creative and innovative with your products - 
if you want your business to survive. Planes, boats and trains are no doubt 
interesting if you like that sort of thing but what about the rest of us? Bradbury 
has focused on the History of Britain but will one day run out of kings and queens 
and although very well designed the sheets are very "samey". The brightest star 
on the horizon this year for me was Phil Stamps but Steve has just announced he 
is shutting up shop at the end of the year so we will be deprived of a potentially 
interesting source of these sheets. I am not advocating radical change just a 
modicum of creativity to match the producers desire for profit. What about a 
circular label design, a horizontal format self adhesive business sheet, some 
sporting events covered - the possibilities are endless unlike the mindless pursuit 
of thematic and historical topics.  

What do you think? I have given you the opportunity to have your say at the 
Keep Smiling Blog. Just follow the Keep Smiling Blog link and have your say. 
(05/09) 

 New Business Sheets from Benham, Buckingham, Bradbury and PTS 

A clutch of new sheets has been announced recently, some have been released, 
some are still under production. Full details in the New Issues pages but by way 
of a round-up of recent sheets here are the new ones - already issued or due 
soon. (23/08)  

       

                 King Charles II (BC-308                     King James II (BC-309)                Florence Nightingale (BC-310) 
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    Great British Prime Ministers (BC-315)      Autumn STAMPEX 2010 (BC-312)        Battle of Britain (BC-314) 

 The Latest on Overprinted Sheets 

Oh dear! Not content with overprinting unsold stocks of Business Sheets it seems 
that a certain Smilers dealer is turning its attention to unsold stocks of Themed 
Sheets!  Rushstamps have issued a limited print number of 32 sheets (seems a 
rather random number - possibly unsold stock?) of their London 2010 Themed 
sheet (TS-174) overprinted with National Stamp Day / May 6th 2010 / 
"Philatex" in three lines in Black - bottom left and top right margins.  The sheet 
has been allocated the Catalogue reference TS-174a. Another worrying 
development! (11/08)  

 

 Over-printed, over-priced and over-here 

It would seem that the GB Overprint Society will soon have to consider extending 
its membership to Smilers collectors if the current trend in recycling old business 
sheets with overprints continues.  Rushstamps were selling two overprinted 
sheets earlier this week although one appears to have sold-out already. They 
were BC-020 and BC-029 which have been overprinted with Philatex  Extra May 
5th-6th 2010 Royal Horticultural Halls, Victoria, London and London 2010  - 
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Festival of Stamps May 8th-15th 2010 - British Design Centre, Islington, 
London, presumably by a laser printer since the colour of the overprint appears 
to be black.  These will be added to the next edition of the catalogue as BC-020a 
and BC-029a.  

    

In my opinion this is quite a worrying trend as it means that there are potentially 
300 other Business Customised Sheets which could dribble out over the next few 
years with some sort of overprint creating collectible varieties and adding to the 
already considerable financial commitment that Smilers collectors have to make 
for their hobby.  

Given the latest pair of over-printed sheets it is clear that the motive behind them 
is driven by profit and not the provision of show specials since Rushstamps were 
not present at London 2010 and as far as I am aware were not selling these 
sheets at the show. Any connection with the show is, therefore, tenuous to say 
the least. The selling price of this pair of overprinted sheets is 10p short of £40, a 
healthy increase on the original selling price of these sheets of £9 each when 
they first appeared in 2004 - that's inflation for you... (04/08) 

 Whole lot of shaking (of fists) going on... 

Wow!  The previous item re: Rushstamps overprints of the 2004 Elvis sheets has 
certainly prompted some of you to write and express their strong negative 
opinions.  Not wishing to be piggy-in-the-middle I have set up a blog entry for you 
to leave your views on this latest development in the world of Smilers. (02/08) 

Follow this thread at: http://smilers-info.blogspot.com/ 

 Elvis Presley 75th Birthday Overprints 

Rushstamps are selling the (2004) set of four Elvis Presley sheets produced by 
Benham overprinted in Silver with the wording 75th Birthday Anniversary  - 
1935-2010 - Limited Edition of 75, priced at £75 a set of 4 sheets.  The sheets 
will be given the Smilers Catalogue Numbering BC-034a, BC-035a, BC-036a and 
BC-037a. (01/08) 
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 News Update from Planet Print-Stamps 

Planet Print-Stamps have provided a tantalising update on future sheets either in 
production or on the drawing board.... 

• Henfield Cricket Club,  
• Lemon Bus Company,  
• A sheet with Suggs from the pop group Madness, in conjunction with a 

children's cancer charity,   
• A centenary sheet for a well known Croydon bowls club,  
• Catfish Conservation Society of GB, and  
• Finally, The Church of The Little Women (a Convent)  

There is also the possibility of a charity sheet with the BBC and the London 
Show. (30/07) 
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 New Civil Defence Association Smilers 

The Civil Defence Association has produced a limited edition (25) Themed 
Smilers sheet as part of its Youth and Civil Defence day held on 10th July 2010 
at the National Memorial Arboretum. A special hand-stamp cover was also 
produced and both are available from the Civil Defence Association Secretary. 
(30/07 ) 

 

 

 ThematiX 2010 

Britain's National Thematic Stamp Show was held recently on 2-3 July 2010 at 
Harlequins Rugby Club, Twickenham, Middlesex. It featured specialist thematic 
dealers, club tables and was sponsored by the British Thematic Association. As a 
fund raiser for the event a Thematix 2010 Themed Smilers sheet was produced 
by the Association in a limited printing of 25 sheets . We have secured a small 
stock and these are available at £40 + £2pp while stocks last, please e-mail for 
availability. (30/07) 
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 Two New Basque Children's Sheets 

Cliff Kirkpatrick recently produced two new Themed Smilers sheets raising funds 
for the Basque Children of '37 Association UK. The first sheet is the second 
sheet in a series featuring Basque Children's Homes. Rowley Lodge in Barnet is 
the subject of this sheet which is from a limited printing of 10 sheets. Cliff has 
provided some notes surrounding these two issues which may be of interest to 
collectors: 

TS-160 : Rowley Lodge in Rowley Lane, Arkley near Barnet, is a beautiful house 
and garden. It is now in the London Borough of Barnet but in 1937 was in the 
county of Hertfordshire. The Catholic Church and Salvation Army were among 
the first institutions to provide shelter and care for about one third of the children 
who had arrived in this country from Spain as refugees on the 23rd May 1937, 
and although their intentions were no doubt sincere, their ability to supply proper 
facilities was not always successful. 

Most children still had to be accommodated and cared for in buildings not 
belonging to the Church and Rowley Lodge was one of the first private properties 
made available for that purpose. Forty children of both sexes with accompanying 
adult helpers left the temporary camp at Eastleigh to take up residency at Rowley 
Lodge on 2nd June 1937. The matron, Mrs. Margaret Holliday, in charge of the 
day-to-day running of the home was a Spanish-speaking lady from Scotland. 
Under her conscientious supervision and the outstandingly good local support 
provided by the Hertfordshire Basque Children’s Committee, financially 
responsible for the upkeep of the home and the welfare of the children, the home 
was one of the best run and was always willing to help out by taking in children 
from other homes as they were closed down. As a result, in addition to the 
original group sent to this home, many other children for varying periods spent 
time at this ‘colony’. 

Pressure to repatriate the children was exerted as soon as Bilbao was captured 
by Franco’s forces in July 1937 but this controversial subject was far from 
straightforward and around 500 of the 4000 or so children who arrived here were 
for a number of reasons unable to return to Spain and made England their 
permanent home. Funds to keep Rowley Lodge open were raised in a variety of 
ways. These included individuals committing to pay ten shillings per week to 
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‘adopt’ a child, local door-to-door collections and the children themselves putting 
on concerts, usually Basque dances in national costume, which were particularly 
popular. The children had to be temporarily moved out of Rowley Lodge during 
the war while bomb damage repairs were carried out but it resumed its function 
as ‘home’ to several children until well into 1942. A number of the ‘children’ now 
in their late 70s and 80s who stayed at Rowley Lodge still have fond memories of 
it. The photograph used on the smilers sheet was taken on 16th May 2010. 

The second sheet featuring the visitors to Rowley Lodge in June was from a 
printing of just 3 sheets. 

TS-164 : On 26 June a group of Basque 'children' now in their 80s, together with 
close members of their families revisited Rowley Lodge. The visiting party 
consisted of around 30 people and included 11 former residents who lived at 
Rowley Lodge at various times between 1937 and 1945. None of them have 
revisited the house since living in it as children and it was a very emotional 
reunion made possible by the kind hospitality of the present owners.  (30/07) 

        

 New Business Sheets from Bradbury and PTS 

Two new business sheets have been announced in the past few weeks. 
Bradbury's latest sheet is the second produced in conjunction with the British 
Postal Museum & Archive entitled Travelling Post Office. It was issued on 29th 
July 2010 despite an advertised 1st September release date.  The second sheet 
announced is the Autumn STAMPEX sheet to be issued in September. (29/07) 
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 New Universal Mail Overseas Personalised Stamp Strips 

It seems I need my eyes in the back of my head as well as 20/20 forward vision! 
Despite numerous requests to the nice people at Universal Mail to keep me 
updated on their new issues as and when they are released so that I in turn can 
provide an update for you at this website, a chance visit to their website this 
evening as www.universalmail.co.uk identified at least five new stamp strips - a 
London 2010 strip which will be on sale "until January 2011" and four new strips 
featuring Scottish tourist venues and the Saltier. 

An order has been placed and as soon as I receive these I will provide additional 
details on issue dates, UM references etc., each strip is priced £3.95 each with a 
minimum order of 10 strips - ouch! (03/07) 

 2nd Olympic Commemorative Sheet Revealed 

We can now share with you an image of the forthcoming 2nd Olympic 
Commemorative Sheet, kindly supplied by Ian Billings at Norvic Stamps - thanks 
Ian! The sheet is already available from Royal Mail to Key Account holders and I 
have been pestering Tom Francis at Royal Mail for some weeks for an image to 
share with you. For some reason the image does not appear to be available at 
Royal Mail, last time I looked even their retail website had an image of the first 
sheet under the 2nd Edition click-and-buy page! That said, I continue to feel 
uncomfortable with Royal Mail's dalliance into the Business sheet format that is 
their Commemorative Stamp Sheets (just which anniversary exactly is this sheet 
supposed to celebrate?).  (02/07) 
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 Eastbourne Eagles Fly off the Shelves! 

Further to our feature on the latest business sheet producer Planet Print-Stamp 
sheets, PPS have provided an update on some interesting developments, which 
are certainly going to be of interest to the Smilers collectors.   

Planet Print-Stamp Sheets, in conjunction with the Eastbourne Eagles 
Speedway Club have produced a limited edition (100) Business sheet featuring 
the club, its activities and members. The sheet is stunning to say the least and a 
refreshing change from the usual run of Royal Anniversaries and Steam Engines 
that normally grace these pages. 
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The majority of sheets were made available to Club Members via the club 
website and through a national advertising campaign. The website featured the 
story behind the sheet but seems to have disappeared from the website in recent 
days, however the order form is still available as a download. To ensure that we 
could share this information with our readers we "captured" the information and 
images and have produced a Smilers Information Note which provides more 
information on this unique sheet - see Eastbourne "Lifestyle" Eagles Speedways 
Smilers.  

We understand from Planet Print-Stamps Limited that a small number of sheets 
have been offered to their regulars at £250 each and should any remain unsold 
we understand it is their intention to auction these on eBay.  Less than 20 sheets 
are thought to remain unsold and it remains to be seen whether any of the 
original club allocation find their way on to eBay, unlikely in our view given the 
keen interest in these sheets from Speedway fans. We think this is one of the 
most exciting sheets produced 2010 and may set a trend for sports fans in other 
clubs - let us hope that in future, sheet producers bear in mind the strong interest 
for these sheets from sheet collectors and manage to secure sufficient stocks to 
meet philatelic demand. 

Quickly following on the heels of what could turn out to be another "Eagles 
Coaches" rarity is another sheet from the Planet Prints stable. As revealed last 
month, the Tartans of Scotland sheet is now available to club members at £125 
per sheet. It is again a limited edition of just 100 sheets with approximately half 
allocated for sales through an American magazine aimed at American's with 
Scottish ancestry. (01/07) 

 

  


