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 Smilers for Kids (2nd Update)  

I have managed to get an image of all four Smilers for Kids packs which are due 
to go on sale on 28th October 2008. Better images will follow, as and when 
available. A decision to make these sheets available as sheets of 20 is "under 
consideration" by Royal Mail. (30/09) 

 

 Customised "Smilers" for Christmas   

We have just received the artwork for the "Smilers" versions of the Christmas 
generic sheet from Royal Mail (many thanks) and we think that these are some of 
the best they have produced to date - well done RM! The 2nd and 1st class 
values will be available in sheets of 20, whilst the 81p value will be available in 
(half) sheets of 10. The Philatelic Bulletin mentioned that the 1st class value 
would also be available in (half) sheets of 10 but we have not received artwork for 
this half-sheet format and can only assume that this would be half of the sheet of 
20. Sheets of 20 values of the 81p value (i.e. two halves non-separated) will 
again be available via Tallants house but you will have to order two  (half) sheets 
of 10 and request that they are not separated with your order to see the whole 
non-separated sheet. (29/09) 
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 Glorious United Kingdom "Smilers" Sheet - Oh no the're not!  

Somewhat surprisingly, at least to me, was the discovery this week that the 
Glorious United Kingdom Smilers sheet is not so glorious. In short, there will be 
no customised Smilers version!  

In an apparent reversal of a previously "clarified" Royal Mail policy, the latest 
Royal Mail Smilers sheet has been issued with the word Smilers included in the 
bottom left hand corner but there are no plans to make this sheet available to the 
public via the Smilers personalised stamp service. From 2002 until the issue of 
the We Will Remember Them stamp sheet in November 2006, all Royal Mail 
stamp sheets bore the word SMILERS regardless of whether the sheet was 
available as a customised smilers sheet or not. Prompted by the subject of the 
We Will Remember Them sheet Royal Mail clarified their policy and advised that 
from then on the term Smilers was to be used only for stamp sheets available 
from their range of customised stamp sheets -our "Smilers" catalogue title does 
not use the word Smilers for this reason, specifically at the request of Royal Mail. 
Where this leaves the policy is unclear. (29/09) 

 

FOOTNOTE: Whilst easily missed by some, let this web site be the first to point 
out a rather interesting feature of this issue. It is currently the only source of 
Litho-printed regional's with elliptical perforations - none of the previous 
"Glorious" smilers sheets had stamps with elliptical perfs. An early Christmas 
present from Royal Mail!! 

 Christmas Smilers - Oh yes they are!  

The October 2008 edition of the British Philatelic Bulletin provides us with an 
image of this years Generic Christmas Smilers sheet which, as last year, will 
comprise 8 x 2nd, 8 x 1st and 4 x overseas letter rate (81p). We think the sheet is 
one of the best produced by Royal Mail so far and certainly gets us all in to the 
Christmas spirit.  Featuring various pantomime scenes and traditional panto 
banter (Oh yes it does, oh no it doesn't!) the various Christmas stamps will be 
available in four different Smilers formats. 20 x 2nd, 20 x 1st, 10 x 1st and 10 x 
81p. We are advised that the various personalised sheets will be modified 
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versions of the generic sheet using colour co-ordinated backgrounds to the 
stamps themselves, blue for 2nd class, gold for 1st class and purple for 81p. We 
have written to Royal Mail and asked the question regarding the sheets of 10 
stamps to see if they will again supply these in sheets of 20 if requested. We 
have also sought images of the artwork and will keep you posted with their 
response as soon as we have something to share.  (27/09) 

 

 Smilers for Kids (Update)  

Also detailed in the October 2008 edition of the British Philatelic Bulletin are the 
first two Smilers for Kids sheets which are due to go on sale on 28th October 
2008 in sealed packs as previously advised. There is a rumour circulating 
amongst the trade that following representations made at the Key Accounts 
briefing held during the recent STAMPEX event, Royal Mail are considering 
making this sheet of 10 stamps available to First Day cover producers as a sheet 
of 20 stamps i.e. two sheets of 10 non-separated, without the packaging.  Whilst 
this is just a rumour at this stage, it may be worth keeping an eye open for this 
variety from Smilers dealers nearer the time. (27/09) 
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 Buckingham's 2009 Programme Announced  

In a three page feature in the October 2008 Gibbons Stamp Monthly, 
Buckingham Covers have released details of their Business Customised Stamp 
sheet programme for 2009 including a sneek preview of one their planned 
sheets. Some of the sheets planned for next year include: 

 50th Anniversary of the Mini 
 Little Railways of Wales 
 40th Anniversary of the first flights of Concorde 
 90th Anniversary of the first flight across the Atlantic 
 50th Anniversary of the Comet (See below) 
 40th Anniversary of the Moon Landing 
 The Centenary of Bleriots Channel Crossing 

We also understand from Adrian Bradbury that he is also planning a number of 
Business Sheets for 2009 so it looks like the momentum gained during 2008 for 
Business Customised sheets will continue well into 2009. If you are interested in 
Smilers we recommend this article as we think it is very informative and 
interesting. (27/09) 

 

 Red Arrows - Re-designed sheet  

Spotted in a recent Benham Catalogue is a re-design of the planned Red Arrows 
Business Customised Stamp sheet which is now on sale from Benhams under 
product code GBS0068.  (27/09) 
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 Best of British from Westminster  

Westminster Collection has announced details of a new Business Customised 
Stamp sheet entitled Best of British. Featuring various icons of modern Britain, 
significantly the sheet labels include a Mini and a Concorde, which are to be 
honoured on two Royal Mail Generic Smilers sheets due to appear during first 
quarter of 2009. The sheet design compliments that of the labels with various 
images of Britain, many of which are instantly recognisable. With a reported print 
run of 14,950 availability will not be a problem, it begs the question "Will we see 
framed-copies of this sheet popping up in London's tourist shops in the New 
Year? " (24/09) 
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 Lest We Forget sheets - it's now 8 in '08!!  

Another Lest We Forget Business Customised Stamp Sheet celebrating the 90th 
Anniversary of the end of World War One is to be issued by the Benham Group 
and we think it is one of the most attractive on offer from the batch of eight (no 
less) that will grace our albums shortly! Featuring a backdrop of royalty and 
significant military personnel of the WW1 period, the sheet features all three of 
the poppy stamps and is something of a relief that Benham did not emulate 
Buckingham's decision to feature all three poppy stamps on as many sheets this 
year. Well done Benham!  The Benham order reference for this sheet is 
GBS0075 and we estimate that it will be available during November. (24/09) 

 

 2009 Smilers Programme  

Details of two Generic Smilers sheets planned for 2009 have been released by 
Royal Mail as part of their 2009 stamp programme. Whilst other sheets are 
thought to be planned the first two announced for next year will be as follows. 
(19/09) 

 Classic British Designs - The Mini (13 January 2009) 
 Classic British Designs - The Concorde (2 March 2009) 

 60th Birthday of HRH Prince Wales  

We have it on good authority that a third Commemorative Stamp Sheet (following 
the TA and Olympics sheets) is planned for later this year celebrating the 60th 
Birthday of the Prince of Wales, HRH Prince Charles, on 14th November 2008.  
Whilst we have not seen the design for this sheet we understand that plans are 
well advanced and formal approval is awaited before releasing images to the 
media. As soon as we have access to them we shall post them on the website. 
The Commemorative Stamp Sheet in a selaed pack will be on sale through 
Tallants House priced at £13.50 per pack.  (19/09) 
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 Smilers for Kids  

The Smilers for Kids sheets announced in the Philatelic Bulletin in September 
have been put back to the end of October (c. 28th October we understand) and 
four designs will appear, not two as originally announced.  

These A5 sheetlets of 10 Smilers stamps and Labels are half the size of a 
landscape A4 smilers sheet and will be made available in a number of Post 
Offices and selected retailers in sealed packs containing a various assortment of 
envelopes and cards intended to be used in conjunction with the stamps and 
designed to appeal to younger children under the age of 12.  

Whilst we do not currently have images to share we can tell you that all four 
sheets will have circular smilers labels featuring images related to the sheet 
theme. The sheets will not be available as a customised sheet and will not be 
available in sheets of 20 (we understand).  

The four sheet-lets will feature: 

 Beatrix Potter - 10 x New Baby Smilers with label images of Peter Rabbit 
 Flower Fairies - 10 x Sunflower Smilers with label images of Flower Faries 
 Mr Men/Little Miss - 10 x Balloons Smilers with label images of Mr Happy 
 Noddy - 10 x Balloons Smilers with label images of Noddy! 

The sheet packs are priced at £7.95 each and will not be supplied as part of a 
standing order. We understand that they are likely to be available through 
selected Post Offices for up a period of to two years. (19/09) 

 Lest We Forget sheets - 7 different sheets for 2008!!  

No less than seven Lest We Forget Stamp sheets will appear in the next 6 weeks 
or so, and it would appear only one is overtly attempting to raise money for 
related charities. This raised the question in my mind - am I missing something or 
have we forgotten why we have a poppy day? I fear we are in danger of doing 
just that! 
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With the announcement of a third (and final) Royal Mail Lest We Forget sheet as 
part of the 2008 stamp programme (due for issue on 6th November 2008), no 
fewer than three different poppy-design stamps were available to sheet 
producers this year through the Business Customised Stamp sheet product line. 
This seems to have presented some sheet producers with something of a 
dilemma! Showing their true democratic colours, Buckingham Covers asked their 
customers a few weeks back for feedback on each of three preliminary designs 
for sheets proposed for 2008, each one incorporating a different Poppy stamp 
design. "Which one shall we print" they said. "All" they cried!  The first of three 
sheets features the 2008 poppy stamp design with RAF themed labels as 
illustrated below. The other two sheets, essentially the same background design, 
feature the other armed services on the labels with other poppy stamp designs - 
The Navy (2006 poppy stamp) and The Army (2007 poppy stamp).    

Adrian (Bradbury) had already announced details of his Cross of Sacrifice sheet 
last month, which was closely followed by The Westminster Collection's Lest We 
Forget sheet, produced in association with the British Legion. Each sheet sold will 
raise £1 for this worthwhile charity. Also planned is a poppy sheet 
commemorating 90 Years of Remembrance. This sheet, originally intended for a 
commemorative cover to be produced by Westminster, will, we understand, now 
be available in sheet form. 

     

We try to avoid using this website as a personal soap-box but in this case we 
have decided to make an exception.  

Given these powerful images and the good work of the British Legion it is our 
hope that the other sheet producers will follow Westminster's lead this year and 
ensure a meaningful donation to the British Legion is made on the back of profit 
sales of these sheets. (Note: To give credit where credit is due Buckingham have 
previously raised funds for a number of charities on the back of their Smilers 
sheets sales).  

For our part we pledge to donate 50% of the retail cost of every SMILERS 
CATALOGUE sold through this website between now and 11th November 2008. 
You can also help - if you like and buy these sheets from the sheet producers 
(see New Issues), why not consider making an additional donation to the British 
Legion this year through the national poppy appeal! (19/09)  
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 Two more Poppy Business Customised Stamp Sheets  

Buckingham and Westminster have announced new poppy-stamp Business 
Customised sheets to add to the already announced sheet from Bradbury. Both 
entitled Lest We Forget, Buckingham's sheet uses the new poppy stamp due for 
issue on 6th November 2008 and is a celebration of the Airman who fought in the 
1914-18 war. Westminster's version is in support of the Royal British Legion on 
the occasion of the 90th Anniversary of the end of WWI and uses the poppy-
stamp originally issued in 2006. (15/09) 

    

 Bradbury's Dambuster's and Regional's sheets now available.  

The Dambuster's and Regional's Anniversary business sheets have now 
appeared from Adrian Bradbury and are essentailly as previously advised except 
that the quantity of Dambuster's sheets printed is 1200 rather than 2000 as per 
original artwork. Both sheets now available from AG Bradbury. (05/09) 

 500th Anniversary of Accession of Henry VIII   

A Business Customised Smilers sheet commemorating the 500th Anniversary of 
the accession of King Henry VIII is expected some time during November and will 
be available from The Westminster Collection and other good Smilers retail 
outlets. The sheet has been produced by the same folks as the Elizabeth I sheet 
issued earlier this year, until its offical release we have been advised that the 
design is "under embargo" so regretfully we have had to withdraw the image 
previously advised.  Whilst the sheets are unumbered, with reportedly 14,500 
sheets printed, there should be no supply problems! (04/09) 

 Two new Business Customised sheets from Adrian ("Brad") Bradbury   

We have managed to obtain some early artwork for the remaining two AG 
Bradbury Business Customised Stamp sheets planned for later this year, as 
featured in Adrian's full page ad in this month's edition of the Stamp Magazine. 
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They look very good and are to Adrian's usual high standard.  It is our guess that 
the Cross of Sacrifice sheet may be issued to coincide with Royal Mail's generic 
version of this stamp (6th November 2008) preceded perhaps by the Pantomime 
sheet to coincide with Royal Mail's Xmas issue on the 4th November. (02/09) 

    

 New Civil Defence Association Smilers - Voluntary Civil Aid Service Badge    

Tim Essex-Lopresti has provided details of a newly issued (1st September 2008) 
Civil Defence Association customised smilers sheet featuring the Voluntary Civil 
Aid Service (VCAS) badge. The stamp and label will be used in connection with 
the production of a commemorative cover later this year on the occasion of the 
40th Anniversary of the first VCAS National Conference in Birmingham.  
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Also planned for later this year is a second commemorative cover (illustrated) 
on the occasion of a new CDA book launch, featuring a reprinted CD Crown 
and George Cross design label/stamp combination, which first appeared in 
April 2007 on a previously released sheet, (Smilers Cat Ref: TS-150).  

 

This information made us think-on and we contacted the CDA to see whether the 
sheet was genuinely a reprint. If it was there was a possibility that it had been 
printed on new stocks of Royal Mail's Rule Britannia "Ltd" smilers sheets, and 
hey presto it has! Therefore for the specialist collector a new variety has been 
uncovered which we have given reference of TS-150a which depicts the (c) 
Royal Mail Ltd. 2005 strapline. Contact details for CDA are provided on the 
September 2008 Themed sheets listing. (02/09) 

 Planet Smilers!   

A delightful Business Customised Smilers sheet has been produced by Planet 
Prints to showcase their range of art prints. The design is essentially a "fishy" one 
featuring a number of what look to be fresh-water fish on the labels and 
background. We have been advised that of the 100 sheets produced 
approximately half are expected to be distributed through the trade and used as 
advertising. Therefore with as few as 50 sheets likely to be available to collectors 
this could be one of the hardest-to-find sheets of recent years. For the record, 
Ridgewood Publishing (or the authors of the Smilers Catalogue) has not been 
involved in the production of this sheet and has no access to stocks of this sheet, 
sorry! (31/08) 
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 New Smilers for Kids Customised sheets from Royal Mail   

Royal Mail have released details of two new customised Smilers sheets to be 
issued on 7th October 2008 which are an addition to this year’s stamp 
programme and look to be targeted at parents. Smilers for Kids is the theme and 
two sheets are planned - Flower Fairies and Beatrix Potter will both be available 
in half-sheets of 10 A5 sized priced £7.95 or in full-sized sheets of 20 A4 sized 
priced £14.50. As yet no images are available but we will bring you these as soon 
as these are available. (30/08) 

 Autumn STAMPEX sheet continues this year's RAF theme   

The Philatelic Traders Society (PTS) has released details of their new STAMPEX 
'smilers' sheet which will go on sale during the forthcoming Autumn STAMPEX 
event to be held at the usual London venue in September. The sheet features the 
Hallmarks THANKS stamp with various RAF aircraft, both past and present, on 
the labels and continues the RAF anniversary theme seen on other smilers 
sheets from various cover specialists this year. The sheet design is clean, bright 
and colourful and should prove popular with both aircraft thematic and smilers 
collectors alike.   

 

One word of caution. We understand that there will be fewer sheets produced this 
year. In the past PTS have printed c. 3000 which after breaking up for singles 
had left c. 2,500 whole sheets for sale. For this event we understand the PTS 
have ordered 2000 sheets which after breakup will leave c. 1700 whole sheets.  
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In view of the reduced supply early ordering is recommended, particularly given 
the theme of the sheet. (28/08).  

 Another Nelson sheet from Benham Covers   

Following on from the already announced 250th Anniversary of the Birth of Lord 
Nelson self-adhesive Business Customised Stamp Sheet from Buckingham 
Covers is the news from Benham Covers of a similarly themed Business sheet, 
this time using the White Ensign flag stamp/water-activated gummed paper which 
we think looks tremendous. Sold under stock code GBS0074, and with a  
reported printing of 1758 (actual numbers may be much less) there should be no 
supply problems with this sheet. Our guess - look out for a collection of Nelson 
covers from both Benham and Buckingham in due course. (25/08) 

 

 Hambledon - The Cradle of Cricket?   

Bletchley Park Post Office has released details of a new Cricketing Themed 
Smilers sheet which is due for issue on 13th September 2008. The sheet 
commemorates the unveiling of the "Hambledon Stone" in 1908, erected as a 
monument to the game of Cricket.  It will be issued to coincide with a game of 
cricket to be played at Broadhalfpenny Down, Hambledon, Hampshire featuring 
both Test and 1st Class players. (25/08) 
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 The White Nancy - An Early Themed Customised Stamp Sheet?   

Brian Warkcup has provided information on a rare find which points to a relatively 
early themed customised stamp sheet not as yet listed in the Smilers Catalogue 
Themed Smilers list. Bollington Town Council hit upon the idea of raising funds 
for worthwhile local charitable organisations and printed 20 sheets of the 2003 ice 
sculptures 2nd class smilers sheet with a local landmark (The White Nancy) as 
the label image.  

 

These proved so popular amongst town council members and local inhabitants 
that we are advised that a total of 400 sheets were printed and sold. So how did 
this story go undetected for so long?  Probably because they were not printed by 
the philatelic trade and most appear to have been used as postage on seasonal 
mail. Along with an image of the stamps, Brian has also contributed a local press 
cutting which marked the event.   
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We contacted John Kershaw who confirmed the sheets had been printed as per 
the article and also advised that 2 sheets of the 1st class Flowers sheet has also 
been printed as trials but these had not proved as popular and were all used on 
local post.  Fund raised helped fund the Bollington Town Council activities at the 
local Drop-In-Centre and also contributed funds to the local recreation Group. 
(25/08) 

 100th Anniversary of Votes for Women     

Adrian Bradbury has come up with another "cracking" Business sheet in his 
History of Britain Series (Sheet No. 23 in the series) this time, the 100th 
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Anniversary of Votes for Women. With a limited printing of only 500 sheets early 
ordering is recommended. This sheet makes an interesting use of labels and 
from Adrian's artwork it is not clear whether these are double labels or not. 
(12/08) 

 

 60th Anniversary of 1948 Silver Wedding Issue     

Rushstamps have provided details of their latest Themed Smilers offering - the 
60th Anniversary of the Silver Wedding Issue of 1948. From a limited printing of 
50 sheets, this Themed Smilers sheet depicts the 2 1/2d Silver Wedding issue of 
1948 on the labels set in a Red White and Blue Smilers sheet with additional 
border printing. (11/08). 
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 The Virtual Stamp Club   

Recently spotted on eBay is this Themed Smilers sheet from the Virtual Stamp 
Club. This looks to be a promotional item from a US web-based philatelic club. 
Unfortunately there is no mention of the web address! Dooh! In case you haven't 
mastered google yet here's a direct link that will take you there. The Virtual 
Stamp Club. 

 

The printing was used to distribute a number of promotional covers bearing the 
Hello Stamp and label alongside the Air Displays 1st class stamp with a 
Farnborough special handstamp dated 17th July 2008. A clever combination in 
our view considering the vapour trail hello image of the smilers stamp.   

 

We understand at least 25 sheets have been printed (exact numbers to be 
confirmed) so have given the sheet a provisional catalogue reference of TS-310. 
(07/08) 
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 Glorious United Kingdom   

Royal Mail will be issuing the final Smilers sheet bringing to a close the series 
featuring the constituent parts of the United Kingdom. They all come together in a 
Glorious United Kingdom Smilers sheet, to be issued on the 29th September 
2008. The labels depict various images from around the United Kingdom, some 
traditional some not so. Perhaps the strangest choice of label image is the Italian 
Chapel on Orkney. In the 750th Anniversary year of Salisbury Cathedral I am 
amazed that it didn't make this sheet, yet alone the Cathedral issue earlier this 
year.  

Here's a first-look at the sheet together with a list of the images featured on the 
sheet. Please bear in mind that the final sheet design may be subject to change. 
(03/08) 

 The Welsh Assembly 
 Harlech Castle 
 Tonypandy 
 The wreak of the Helvetia, Rhossili 

Beach 
 St. Govan's Chapel 
 Beaghmore Stone Circles 
 Customs House, Belfast 
 Scrabo Tower 
 White Island Figures, Lough Erne 
 Mussenden Temple 
 Tower of London 
 Brighton Pier 
 Turf Fen Mill, The Broads 
 Royal Liver Building, Liverpool 
 Eden Project 
 Scottish Exhibition Centre 
 Declaration of Arbroath 
 Dugald Stewart Monument 
 Glenn Finniannan Viaduct  
 Italian Chapel, Orkney 

 

 

 60th Anniversary of Channel Islands Liberation Issue    

In 1948, Britain marked the 3rd anniversary of the liberation of the Channel 
Islands by the issue of two iconic stamps for sale principally in the Channel 
Islands but also available at major Post Offices in Britain. 

Sixty years on and Rushstamps have brought out their own tribute to this iconic 
issue by releasing a pair of themed smilers sheets bearing this first ever channel 
islands stamps printed on the labels. The boarders include additional overprinting 
and from the printers reference number in the bottom left hand corner of the 
sheets we can deduce that these sheets were printed c. January/February 2007, 
before Royal Mail introduced their ban on the reproduction of GB stamps on 
Smilers sheets.  
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The sheets (TS-308 and TS-309, illustrated) are not individually numbered and 
are from a limited printing of 50 sheets. (02/08) 

 Bank Notes of the Isle of Man - "Smilers" Sheets      

On 7th April 2008, The Isle of Man Post Office issued a set of six stamps 
featuring various Isle of Man Bank Notes. Interestingly for us Smilers Sheet 
collectors, the same set of six stamps appeared on an AG Bradbury Smilers 
sheet,  MANX BANK,  issued on 1st June 2008 (IoM-005). According to AG 
Bradbury this Isle of Man "Smilers" sheet was printed by the Isle of Man 
Government but it is not available from the Isle of Man Post Office website. 

What is available from the Isle of Man Post Office (but you have to look very 
carefully) is a set of six Isle of Man "Smilers" sheets issued on 30th June 2008 
which feature the same set of Isle of Man Bank Notes stamps and labels (does 
this sound familiar?). For the first time in the history of the Isle of Man Post Office, 
these sheets were sponsored by two private businesses – the Royal Bank of 
Scotland International Group and Habib Bank. 
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These "Smilers" sheets are printed in sheets of 20 stamps + 20 labels and 
feature the two sponsoring banks on the labels. The sheets measure 20 cm x 
25.5 cm, so are slightly taller than an A4 sheet making storage difficult. The 
sheets are printed on water activated gummed paper. For further details please 
view the Isle of Man pages. (02/08) 

 Missing Bradbury Smilers Sheets      

One of our regular contributors recently wrote to us and advised us that the 
remaining Bradbury sheets to be issued later this year in the History of Britain 
Series are:  

 No. 22. Suffragettes  
 No. 23. Pantomimes  
 No. 24. Armistice 

This was confirmed on a Bradbury flyer recently issued to promote AG Bradbury's 
sheets. As soon as we have more information we will provide and update. (01/08) 

 Two New Mountaineering Themed Smilers Sheets      

We have recently been advised of two themed Smilers sheets which appeared on 
1st July on eBay and which seem to have slipped through our net. Simon 
Kirkpatrick has produced two new Themed Smilers sheets commemorating his 
climb of the Aconcagua Mountain in Argentina, the tallest peak in South America. 
The two sheets were produced in quantities of 25 sheets with 10 of each being 
signed by would famous mountaineer Joe Simpson, whose book and film 
'Touching the Void' was based on his epic struggle to survive after a fall in the 
South American Andes. 

    

Simon had previously released a pair of Themed Smilers in May featuring images 
of the Matterhorn and these are listed in the Limited Availability Themed Smilers 
list (less than 25 of each produced). As the above sheets have only just come to 
our attention, we have renumbered the Themed Smilers listing and allocated 
numbers TS-301 and TS302 to this pair of sheets. We regret any inconvenience 
caused. (31/07)   

 120th Anniversary of New Forest Golf Club     

We were pleased to be associated with the latest Business Customised Sheet to 
be issued, the 120th Anniversary of the New Forest Golf Club. Ridgewood 
Publications, on behalf of the New Forest Golf Club and in association with 
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Rushstamps, have designed this latest Business Customised sheet featuring this 
wonderful golf club set in the heart of the New Forest at Lyndhurst, Hampshire. 
This year it celebrates its 120th Anniversary and has decided to mark this 
occasion with a philatelic memento which is due, in no small part, to the on-going 
support provided to the club by Allen Grant at Rushstamps.  

 

The sheet follows the traditional self-adhesive format of 10 stamps and labels 
with each label depicting a fairway scene from this idyillic Golf Club. With a 
limited edition of 500, the sheets are available now for purchase from 
Rushstamps. We hope you like this sheet, the first Smilers sheet we believe to 
feature a Golfing theme. It should   appeal to both Smilers and Golfing thematic 
collectors alike so get yours while they are still available.  

Should your local sporting club, philatelic society or community etc., be 
approaching an event that you would like to mark with a similar memento, 
Ridgewood Publications will be happy to cooperate in providing a suitable 
smilers sheet design. We can also arrange the printing and delivery from Royal 
Mail. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you feel we can help. (29/07) 

 BPPO drop plans for Vulcan sheet     

We understand from our sources that Bletchley Park Post Office has shelved 
plans for the previously announced Vulcan Bomber Customised Stamp Sheet. 
We are not sure whether this has been abandoned or postponed but will try and 
provide an update in due course. (29/07) 
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 70th Anniversary of Scarborough Philatelic Society     

We now have the scans of the four Scarborough Philatelic Society (SPS) Smilers 
sheets to be issued to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Society, Kindly supplied 
by their Secretary, Chris Phillips. These have been allocated catalogue reference 
numbers TS-304 through TS-307. Each is issued in quantities of 25 sheets and 
are available now from the Society. A contact link is provided on the illustrated 
Themed Smilers page for July '08. The label designs feature the Castle, Grand 
Hotel and Harbour together with a label with stylised stamps from 1938 and 2008 
Royal Mail refused permission to re-print images of RM stamps in line with their 
current policy, in place since March 2007. The original proposed label image is 
illustrated here for the record. 
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What is perhaps more unusual and therefore of specific interest to Smilers 
collectors is that in supplying these sheets to the Scarborough PS, Royal Mail 
appear to have made an error in the printing on one sheet of the 25 produced 
showing the Harbour scene (TS-303). In each pane of 10 Royal Mail have printed 
the wrong label showing the castle, see below. We understand this sheet to be 
unique and possibly the first example of a Royal Mail Smilers sheet with se-
tenant label designs in the same panel.  

 

A number of Cinderella items are also available from the SPS: 

 A Miniature Sheet 
 An A4 sheet of 6 Miniature sheets  
 An A4 sheet of Scarborough postmarks through the ages 

Additionally, there are also two sets of four postcards showing the old and new 
Scarborough from 70 years ago to the present day. The first set of four depicts 
half size views of the old and new scenes and the second has a full size image of 
the new  with the old image inset. It is possible that some of these postcards will 
be made available with the smilers stamps/labels and a Scarborough postmark to 
mark their anniversary in October. (26/07) 

 300th Anniversary of St. Pauls Cathedral    

Adrian Bradbury has announced details of Sheet No. 27 in his History of Britain 
series, due for issue in September 2008 and celebrating the 300th Anniversary of 
St. Paul's Cathedral. 
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Whilst the sheet design is up the usual high standard we have come to expect 
from Adrian, the stamp labels themselves are perhaps the most interesting 
aspect of this sheet design, tracing the history of the cathedral through events 
from the early 18th century through to the modern era.   

 Sir Christopher Wren - Buried 1723 
 Sir Joshua Reynolds - Buried 1792 
 Admiral Lord Nelson - Buried 1806 
 J W M Turner - Buried 1851 
 The Duke of Wellington - Buried 1852 
 Edwin Henry Landseer - Buried 1873 
 John Everett Millais - Buried 1896 
 Sir Arthur Sullivan - Buried 1890 
 Florence Nightingale - Memorial Tablet in St Paul's 1910 
 Sir Winston Churchill - State Funeral 1965 

The sheet is available now for delivery in September from Adrian at 
www.bfdc.co.uk and whilst a printing of 1000 sheets should make this sheet 
available to all, given its wider thematic appeal we suggest you don't wait too long 
to order your sheet! (24/07) 

 70th Anniversary of Scarborough Philatelic Society     

As reported here earlier this month, Scarborough Philatelic Society (PS) will be 
celebrating their 70th Anniversary this year and are planning to commemorate 
this event with, amongst other ideas, a number of themed smilers sheets, see 
News item dated 06/07 below.  

Chris Phillips, Secretary of the Scarborough PS and the man behind the eBay 
seller ID philcovers, has sent me a web link to a short video he has produced 
which you might find interesting featuring this event, the planned smilers sheets 
and other Scarborough PS related material.  
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http://www.zorpia.com/philcovers/video/85559/70th_Anniversary_of_Scarborough
_Philatelic_Society 

The video lasts for approx. 3-4 minutes and is well worth a look. This must be the 
very first multimedia advert for Themed Smilers - another first for Scarborough 
PS perhaps! (24/07)  

 Pair of Hadlee Smilers Cricketing Covers from The Stamp Centre    

Steven Scott Covers/The Stamp Centre have produced a pair of cricketing 
themed covers bearing personalised Big Bang Smilers stamps featuring the 
image of Sir Richard Hadlee. The covers are signed by Sir Rchard Hadlee and 
are dated 28th June 2008, the first day of the England vs New Zealand cricket 
match at Lords. (18/07).  

 Bring Back Our Missing Smilers!    

Following the introduction of the circular Smilers on-line order facility we have 
noted that the information provided on the Royal Mail website and the information 
provided on the smilers-by-post leaflet do not match. The on-line web order 
facility provides a choice of 14 smilers stamps (illustrated below) whilst the leaflet 
illustrates 17 stamps.  
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To make matters even more confusing, there are actually 15 stamp designs 
available through the on-line ordering facility.  Missing from the on-line ordering 
web page are : 

 Robin in Letterbox 
 Glorious Northern Ireland 

As these are recently issued sheets (or re-issued in the case of the Robin in the 
Letterbox) this is puzzling and may be just an oversight by Royal Mail.  
Presumably since the leaflet has only just been issued these "missing smilers" 
are available to order by post at least. We shall have to wait and see. (18/07) 

 Red Arrows on Display    

Benham Covers have announced a Red Arrows business customised stamp 
sheet, to compliment the other Air Force themed sheets that have appeared this 
year. The sheet, whilst on sale now from Benham, is due for delivery c. mid-
August we understand. (18/07) 

 

 Barmy Army Smilers from BPPO    

The latest limited edition (50) themed Smilers sheet from Bletchley Park Post 
Office (BPPO) depicts the English cricket fans, Barmy Army, as featured in a new 
exhibition at the MCC Going to the Cricket. The Stamps/Labels will appear on a 
range of limited edition cricket-themed special hand-stamped covers available 
from BPPO. (11/07) 
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 New Royal Mail Leaflet spotted featuring Circular Personalised Smilers    

Also spotted on RM's re-vamped website were details of the order by post leaflet 
(RMP 005 DL - June 2008) which I have yet to see in Post Offices but will no 
doubt appear shortly (08/07). 
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 Personalised Circular Smilers available from Royal Mail On-Line   

Noted by a keen eyed contributor, Royal Mail have re-vamped their Smilers 
website and it is now possible to order circular smilers on-line, well at least in 
theory. I tried to upload two different images and the system seemed to get 
confused. The circular smilers upload worked a treat but when I tried to upload an 
alternate image to order a sheet of conventional smilers it returned the previously 
uploaded image for the circular smilers!  Eventually I got it to upload a new image 
but then it didn't seem to want to load the definitive sized smilers stamp choices 
for me to complete my order. Maybe it was just me or maybe others will 
experience similar teething problems with the system. (07/07) 

 

 50th Anniversary of GB Regional’s  

Adrian Bradbury commemorates the 50th anniversary of the GB regional first 
issues with a cracking Business Customised Sheet and special covers set 
available now from Adrian at www.bfdc.co.uk for delivery in September. Our only 
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comment - why not four sheets with a different modern regional for each from the 
Glorious (Britain) series! This is sheet No. 22 in the History of Britain Series. 
(07/07) 

 

 Four New Themed Smilers Sheets from Scarborough PS  

Chris Phillips (eBay ID - Philcovers) advises that the Scarborough Philatelic 
Society will shortly be releasing four themed smilers sheets to mark the 70th 
Anniversary of the Society (1938-2008). It is understood that 25 sheets of each 
will be produced. The following are the preliminary label designs for the four 
sheets. (06/07) 

 
 

 Beijing 2008 Olympic Expo Souvenir Stamp Sheet  

Details of the Beijing Olympic Stamp Expo sheet have been released and the 20 
value "Hello" horizontal format  stamp sheet offers few surprises for the Smilers 
Collectors, bearing close similarities to previously issued Stamp Expo sheets 
from Royal Mail. The sheet will be issued on the 5th August 2008. (03/07) 
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 Cricket Lovely Cricket  

Bletchely Park Post Office featured in the news recently following the MCC event 
at Lords on 29th June to mark the 25th Anniversary of the Indian Cricket Team's 
Victory in winning the Cricket World Cup 1983.  Their signed Themed Smilers 
cover featuring a stamp and label from the BPPO themed sheet (TS-297) 
featured prominently in recent  reports of the event.  Terry Mitchell writes to 
advise that he was proud of the moment Kapil Dev raised the framed Smilers 
Cover, like a trophy overhead, in front of the assembled press following a 
presentation by Keith Bradshaw to Kapil Dev in front of Lord's pavilion. Another 
historic moment in the Smilers Story perhaps? (03/07) 

 

 

Keep Smiling!   


