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Apr – Jun 2011 

 Philla’ Nippon 2011 

Royal Mail has released an image of the Philla’ Nippon sheet due 28 July 2011. 
In keeping with past philatelic exhibition sheets, predictably the sheet features a 
view of Yokohama by night with 20 x Hello stamps and adjoined customised 
labels, on this occasion sporting various origami shapes including one that bears 
more than a passing resemblance to a Lego man! (29/06) 

 

 Saucy Business Sheet Banned by Royal Mail - Take 2! 

Further to the News that Royal Mail had rejected a design for a Saucy Postcards 
Smilers Sheet from Bamforth (see below), the STAMP MAGAZINE seem to have 
followed up the story and have been able to obtain a copy of the proposed 
artwork which appeared in the June 2011 edition of the magazine. For those 
collectors who do not take the STAMP MAGAZINE I thought I would share this 
with you here so that you can ponder what might have been.  I know 
organizations like Royal Mail have a social responsibility to observe some 
modicum of decency notwithstanding their obligation to observe the law but really 
it just shows you how ridiculous we have all become as a nation. This is sooo 
British it is the very fabric of our identity swept aside in the cause of political 
correctness - I must be getting old or something but sometimes I wish we could 
just turn back the clock to a time when life was less complicated and we had 
more fun! (17/06) 
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 Isle of Man Post Office Commemorative Sheet 

The Isle of Man Post Office has released a rather attractive (and inexpensive) 
"Smilers Sheet" - their description not mine - to commemorate the Royal 
Wedding between William and Kate. Priced at £10 post free the A4 stamp sheet 
was issued on the 9th May 2011 and features 5 x 2 x £1 stamp designs issued 
earlier on 29th April 2011 with adjoining photo tabs all showing various images of 
the Royal Wedding. The Royal Wedding Commemorative Sheet can be 
purchased on-line from the Isle of Man Post Office website. (16/06) 
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 ... and two new sheets from Buckingham 

Closely following recent announcements from both Benham and Bradbury 
regarding new business sheets, comes news that Buckingham will also be 
issuing two new sheets in the coming months. The first is due in July and is a 
celebration of the Centenary of the Coronation of King George V. The second 
due in September, closely follows the theme of the recently announced Bradbury 
sheet and celebrates the Centenary of the First Aerial Post. Whilst not wishing 
to be pedantic, it looks like Bradbury have got the sheet title spot on whilst 
Buckingham have been liberal with the truth! 

     

In February 1911 the world's first mail carrying flight took place at Allahabad in 
India organised by Captain Walter S. Windham. Later he organised the first UK 
aerial post in September 1911 as part of King George 5th's Coronation 
celebrations. Notwithstanding the above, I am sure both sheets will again be 
popular with collectors of royalty and aero philately both of which have a large 
philatelic following. (14/06) 

 New Sheets from Benham and Bradbury 

Two new Business sheets have been released in the past couple of weeks. 
Another from the Benham stable is yet another railway sheets entitled The Great 
Central and Eastern Railways and an unusual offering from Adrian Bradbury 
entitled Centenary of the First UK Aerial Post in which Adrian deftly blends his 
expert knowledge of philatelic covers, postmarks and GB stamps and sheet 
designs to good effect. (13/06) 
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 The Sun at 40 

The  Smilers community have again shown what a tenacious lot we can be and I 
am  indebted to Keith Wraight who has provided us with the first glimpse of The 
Sun's 40th Anniversary BCS sheet - somewhat duller than anticipated with no 
hint of a page 3 to be seen!  
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It is further understood from Keith that The Sun were planning to draw the 
winners yesterday, 7th June 2011, so hopefully we should see some of these 
sheets hitting the streets shortly. I cannot help wondering why they went for such 
a boring design given the papers colourful background and can speculate that 
this was, in someway, the brainchild of Royal Mail - it bears a similar 
design/layout to some of their  commemorative sheet designs so maybe this 
started life as a prospective commemorative sheet design, we may never know. 
(08/06) 

 Olympics and Paralympics Commemorative Sheet III 

Royal Mail have released further information on the third of their commemorative 
sheets promoting the 2012 Olympics/Paralympics, due to be issued on 27th July 
2011.  

 

In addition, whilst not exactly a Smilers sheet in the true sense of the word, 
another new product line has been announced by Royal Mail (not exactly a mini 
sheet but perhaps a maxi sheet!) in the form of an A4 stamp sheet featuring all 
30 Olympic stamps.  
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Bearing more than a passing resemblance to the business customised stamp 
sheet format, this attractive A4 format maxi sheet features all 30 special Olympics 
stamps set against an attractive border featuring the main Olympic stadium - an 
attractive product worthy of a mention amongst these pages. (27/05) 

 300th Anniversary of Royal Ascot Race Course 

Adrian Bradbury has written and provided an informative update to the Royal 
Wedding Day sheet approvals and news of a brand new business sheet 
celebrating the 300th Anniversary of Royal Ascot, available now from 
www.bfdc.co.uk. 

Adrian writes: "I had notification, a couple of weeks ago, from Clarence House 
that Prince William had seen and approved my Royal Wedding Day stamp sheet. 
It then had to go to Buckingham Palace – I received notification earlier this week 
that it had been seen and approved by The Queen. The artwork / order is now 
with Royal Mail and I am still hoping for delivery in July. 

My first Royal Wedding sheet has sold extremely well – most to customers in the 
States. I promoted this in an ‘up market’ glossy souvenir magazine which was 
mainly sold in the US. The second sheet is also selling well especially to 
customers who purchased the first one. I designed this sheet on the afternoon / 
evening of the wedding day and posted a proof to both Clarence House and 
Buckingham Palace on Saturday morning 30th April. Both were impressed to get 
it so quickly! 
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I started shipping the Ascot sheets yesterday (26 May) – this one is also limited 
to 1,000. Ascot Racecourse commissioned the sheet and has taken over half the 
quantity for promotional gifts.  

 

In addition it will also be featured prominently in their TURF TALK quarterly 
magazine which goes out to over 11,000 members in June." (27/05) 

 Elm Park's latest Smilers sheet .... 

The Elm Park Regeneration Committee have written and advised of their latest 
Smilers sheet due to be issued on 10th June 2011. This year as in previous 
designs their summer theme is the Elm Park Fiesta and this time the theme is 
captured by a clown and an Elm Park Fire Engine! Contact Tina De'ath at Elm 
Park Florists. (24/05) 
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 .... and three new Smilers from Bletchley Park 

Bletchley Park Post Office have written and advised of three new Themed 
Smilers sheets all of which are available for purchase from their web site at www. 
bletchleycovers.com (24/05) 

 

30th Anniversary of RAF Halton 

 

Old Cricket Club Northampton - "New Dawn" 

 

Old Cricket Club Northampton - 140th Anniversary "Beer and Cricket" 
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 Tunny Smilers 

Bletchley Park Post Office write: On May 26th at Bletchley Park the National 
Museum of Computing will open its new “Tunny Gallery”. Whereas many people 
know of the Enigma machine the Lorenz machine is far less well known. 
However, it generated the start of the modern computer age. From its 12 rotors a 
never before seen binary code with 1.6 million billion possible start positions was 
produced. For that reason it was used exclusively by German High Command for 
their most important messages. Without ever seeing a Lorenz machine the 
boffins of Bletchley Park reverse engineered it to create the Colossus computer 
and the Tunny machine. Colossus calculated the likely rotor positions and Tunny 
replicated the Lorenz machine to decode the message into plain text. Without 
them the D-Day landings and liberation of Europe would not have been possible. 
Operating 24 hours a day they decoded 300 of the most secret messages a week 
from Hitler and his high command. The technology was cutting edge and turned 
theoretical possibility into the computing reality we know today. 

To commemorate the achievements of those World War Two men and women 
and their modern day counterparts who have rebuild the ultra secret machines a 
Smiler sheet and cover will be issued. Together with designer Andy Partridge, 
Bletchley Park Post Office has created the stamp and cover images to tell their 
story. Both will be released when the gallery is opened in the presence of WW2 
veterans who actually worked on the Tunny machine. 

 

"Tunny" side up! 

The story will then be released to international media for coverage by general as 
well as the specialist computer press. Although the story is embargoed until the 
26th May regular collectors can have advance notice so copies can be reserved 
for them. Images and information will not go onto the www.bletchleycovers.com 
website before then so to register interest contact ellie@bletchleycovers.co.uk. 
Regular Bletchley Park collectors will automatically have copies reserved for 
them. 

We think this could be the most important and sought after issue this year, 
particularly with likely demand from the computing world, so is not to missed." 
(24/05) 
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 Digital Smilers 

I recently came across an iPhone App that may appeal to Smilers collectors - at 
least those with an iPhone!  Royal Mail released an iPhone App last December 
that allows iPhone users to convert an iPhone photo into a Smilers sheet and 
order the sheet on-line using the iPhone App. What will they think of next! (24/05) 

 

 Sun Smilers 

I am indebted to Ian Billings and a number of other regular contributors for 
pointing out that The Sun recently ran a competition celebrating their 40th 
birthday. They ran a competition and for prizes offered 100 Business Customised 
Stamp Sheets of 10 Union Flag Smilers stamps and labels featuring front pages 
from the past forty years. 
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I regret I am unable to provide a full image of the sheet but as soon as a lucky 
winner receives his or her sheet I hope they will donate a scan so that I can share 
this with you. I can however provide a sneak preview of the stamps/labels 
courtesy of the Sun.  

 

For further information on the stamps and competition visit this link. (24/05) 

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/3580008/The-Sun-is-celebrated-in-
set-of-stamps-featuring-ten-top-front-pages.html 

 Second Royal Wedding Business Sheet from Bradbury 

Adrian Bradbury has announced that he will be producing a second Royal 
Wedding sheet to mark the Royal Wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton 
(as was). 

 

The sheet is currently under design review and should be available from July 
according to Adrian Bradbury's website although the sheet is currently on sale 
priced £35 including post and packing. (06/05) 
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 Saucy Business Sheet Banned by Royal Mail!   

My thanks to John Vincent for forwarding the following story .... 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/news/uk-england-leeds-12997497  

"Suggestive postcards featuring buxom women displaying their cleavage have 
been rejected as stamp designs by Royal Mail. Leeds firm Bamforth applied to 
have 10 of its vintage cartoons displayed on customised stamps, known as 
Smilers. The cards were first produced in 1910. Royal Mail officials deemed 
seven of the pictures too rude. 

Bamforth Chairman Ian Wallace said: "They are just fun, you take them for what 
they are, there's no malice." 

The Smilers were planned as a limited edition of 200 sets to celebrate a century 
of cards and were aimed mainly for collectors. 

Continue reading the main story “ Start Quote This is social history and that point 
seems to be totally lost on the Royal Mail” End Quote Bamforth Chairman Ian 
Wallace Mr Wallace added: "They [the postcards] are not having a go at anyone, 
we are having a go at everyone actually. 

"This is social history and that point seems to be totally lost on the Royal Mail." 

The 10 postcards were each chosen to represent a different decade of the firm's 
history but seven were turned down for the stamps. 

A Royal Mail spokeswoman said: "Smilers allow customers to personalise their 
post by combining one of their own photos with a Royal Mail stamp. 

"There are a number of restrictions on images which can be used on Smilers 
stamps, including images which may be deemed offensive or depict full or partial 
nudity." 

A disappointing response from Royal Mail and another great opportunity missed. 
Slightly more disturbing is the double standards exhibited here. A  1994 issue 
from Royal Mail featured the very postcards that Royal Mail seems to have taken 
an exception to.  

 

Don't do as we do, do as we say!! 
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 New Business Sheets   

There was a time, not so long ago, when we looked forward to receiving the next 
10-15 business sheets that had already been announced. Not so now! As the 
deficit bites so our disposable spending reduces and I think this may in part be 
impacting the choices that collectors are making. Not only are there less sheets 
these days (not a bad thing) but they are announced days, not weeks, before 
their appearance. I think all sheet producers, including us, are taking a more 
cautious approach with future issues, Ridgewood for one has decided that fewer 
more significant sheets are the future - we will leave the trains, boats and planes 
to the other producers. Your response to our blog re: Gulliver's Travel sheet from 
Bradbury surprised us in that you seemed to reject this design/sheet theme. I 
know Adrian has noted of your comments, both positive and negative, and it will 
be his decision whether to proceed, or not, with this theme. 

Four new sheets have emerged over the past few weeks, these are described in 
more detail in our New Issues section. Adrian Bradbury's latest is the 60th 
Anniversary of the Festival of Britain, available from 2nd April 2011. Benham 
will issue a Royal Wedding Sheet in May and Buckingham promise us new 
sheets in May - The Launch of the Titanic, and in June  - Thomas and 
Friends. (03/04) 

    

    


